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From the Composer

“Why” is the most asked question I hear from the faithful - and from those on the
fringes of faith. Often, it is the fence which separates the believer and non-believer. |
wonder if it is what people most often ask their pastors.

It took extra courage for me to write this piece. There aren’t many songs questioning
God’s purpose (unless you count the Psalms of David). However, part of my life’s
mission is to find out what people want to say so I may give them a powerful way to
say it.

I did feel safe to ask the question as I remembered Christ’s words on the cross, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” In fact, this anthem could be used as a
personal expression after that scripture is read.

As you sing, begin the word “why”, with a touch of “h” for extra emphasis, especially
on the accented notes. Pull the phrase forward with a bit of anguish. Take note of the
crescendos and move toward the 2" measure of the phrases.

When people ask, “Why, Lord?”, the question is often accompanied by “Lord, where
are You?”. Dramatize the words through the rise and fall of the melody as you ask for
an answer. Try to go beyond the notes and truly ask the question through music.

I couldn’t bear to leave the question unar
is: “One day you will live in heaven, bu
be with you.”

Though we may hear answers, we still
capture the conflict as the Q and A are 1 .
between the vocal parts as they sing tt s

I chose to end the piece with a major ¢
perhaps as a healing balm as the Lor¢

As always, thank you for bringing n
of your worship.
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Why, Lord? 3

SATB and Piano

Words and Music by
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