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This medium tempo samba allows players to conceptualize the perfor-
mance in either 4/4 or cut time. If 4/4 is chosen, ensure that the beat
does not get too heavy or pounding. It may be best to begin rehearsing
the chart in 4/4 with a switch over to a cut time feel after a few
rehearsals. Cut time will definitely lighten up the overall feel of the
chart.

There are many rhythms in the chart that utilize consecutive off beats.
Some phrases are brief, such as part of the brass backgrounds begin-
ning at measure 17, while others are longer, such as the melody at
measure 29. While the former should not present any problems, young
players may inadvertently drag out the longer phrases. Make sure they
keep the tempo going at these points.

As always, the dynamic level should not get too loud, especially since
there are many unison areas throughout. Note that the loudest dynamic
marking does not occur until the very last note!

The solo section at measure 77 is open for any soloist, with solo sheets
provided in all keys which includes a sample written solo and scales
that can be used to encourage young players to create their own solo.
Young improvisers may want to exploit the major/minor differences in
the solo section (e.g., F major followed by F minor; Bb7 leading up to
Db7) and learn some easy ii-V patterns.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.

LES SABINA

Les Sabina is Professor of Music and Chair of the Department of Visual and
Performing Arts at St. Bonaventure University in upstate New York. As a saxo-
phonist, he has performed with Dizzy Gillespie, Joe Williams, Della Reese, and
others. He has received grants and awards from the Canada Council, the
International Association of Jazz Educators, and ASCAP. Sabina has also been
named a "Jazz Composer of the Year" by the Performing Rights Organization of
Canada.
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*1st Trombone
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