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TO THE DIRECTOR

Commissioned by the South Carolina Band Directors Association for
the 2018 South Carolina All-State Jazz Band, this work pays homage to
two of the state’s native sons, Chris Potter (jazz saxophone virtuoso)
and Chris Bullock (co-founder of Snarky Puppy). This tenor sax feature
opens with a Chris Potter-like improvised cadenza that transitions into a
short solo section that sets up the piece. A tuneful melody is shared by
the tenor soloist and the rest of the winds. As in some Snarky Puppy
tunes, there are half-time sections that break up the straight eighth feel.
Simply put, this piece is excitement from start to finish and will definitely
energize your audience.

The “hook” of this engaging chart is the octave unison guitar and bass
line that provides a firm foundation for the groove, and should be given
substantial weight. The solo section is accessible with a one-chord “A”
section and rich minor 11th chords in the half-time section. As always
observe dynamics and articulations to provide contrast and shape to
the lines.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.

JEFF JARVIS

Mr. Jarvis serves as Director of Jazz Studies at the Bob Cole Conservatory at
California State University Long Beach. He maintains an ambitious international
itinerary as a Yamaha trumpet artist, honors jazz band conductor, and clinician.
Jeff's early career as a studio trumpeter encompasses over 100 recordings for
such names as Lou Rawls, Michael Jackson, Melba Moore, and The O’Jays, fol-
lowed by numerous solo recordings. Live performance credits include Dizzy
Gillespie, Louie Bellson, Joe Williams, Benny Golson, Jimmy Heath, Henry
Mancini, Slide Hampton, Grady Tate, Rob McConnell, and Doc Severinsen. Jeff
is frequently commissioned to compose music for school, military and profes-
sional musical groups. He has co-authored The Jazz Educators Handbook with
Doug Beach, a jazz piano book with Matt Harris entitled The Chord Voicing
Handbook, and with Mike Carubia, Effective Etudes For Jazz.
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