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TO THE DIRECTOR

This Latin jazz original is based loosely on a fairly recent Cuban rhyth-
mic style called timba. It represents a synthesis of folkloric (rumba and
guaguanco) and popular (rock, jazz and funk) musical genres. For
recorded examples of early timba in a jazz-influenced style, check out
recordings by the famous Cuban group called /rakere.

In general, this chart should be played with a strong rhythmic pulse
throughout. The rhythm section must work on establishing a strong
groove (or rhythmic “pocket”) in which all the parts lock in together. This
can be achieved by practicing the vamp sections - individually and as a
group along with a metronome (on beats 1 & 3) - for 10-15 minute seg-
ments of time. Pay special attention to the occasional 3/4 bars, making
sure that the rhythmic flow is not interrupted.

The solo section, thoroughly notated for the rhythm section, can be
opened up for a number of soloists. However, if this is the case, have
the rhythm section frame each soloist differently by varying the written
parts. Sample solos are supplied for alto and tenor saxophones.
Articulations should be exaggerated, with short notes played crisply and
long notes full value. Be careful that the trumpets don’t overblow the
many unison passanges, and blend together by lightening up dynami-
cally and merging their sounds into those of their section mates. This
applies to the unison saxophone lines as well, with no vibrato being be
used.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.

BOB WASHUT

Professor of Music at the University of Northern lowa, Bob Washut served as
Director of Jazz Studies from 1980-2002 and of the award-winning UNI Jazz
Band One. He was inducted into the lowa IAJE Hall of Fame in 2003 and was
selected as Outstanding Teacher at UNI in 1996.

An accomplished composer/arranger, Mr. Washut has received numerous com-
missions from college and high school jazz ensembles, professional jazz artists,
and symphony orchestras.
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LATIN - FUNKY TIMA (3:2) J

FULL SCORE
duration 4:50
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