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TO THE DIRECTOR

A funk chart like Big Mouth requires the drummer to play a very simple,
deliberate funk beat. Avoid playing it faster than the suggested
metronome marking. If the tempo exceeds 108 bpm, the effectiveness
and playability of the figures will be compromised.

And as always, observe all articulation and dynamic markings to give
the piece a crisp, spirited performance. Adding crescendos to figures
with several repeated notes is recommended. This is especially impor-
tant when negotiating the 16th note subdivisions idiomatic to the funk
style. Chord symbols are cued for the pianist, though experienced
players may wish to substitute their own chord voicings for the suggest-
ed notation. The guitarist can play a key role in this chart by adding
single-note comping patterns while the piano takes on the chordal role.
The bassist should stick pretty close to the written part since it really
works well as is. Strive for a very staccato fingering style when called
for.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.

JEFF JARVIS

Mr. Jarvis serves as Director of Jazz Studies at the Bob Cole Conservatory at
California State University Long Beach. He maintains an ambitious international
itinerary as a Yamaha trumpet artist, honors jazz band conductor, and clinician.
Jeff’'s early career as a studio trumpeter encompasses over 100 recordings for
such names as Lou Rawls, Michael Jackson, Melba Moore, and The O’Jays,
followed by numerous solo recordings. Live performance credits include Dizzy
Gillespie, Louie Bellson, Joe Williams, Benny Golson, Jimmy Heath, Henry
Mancini, Slide Hampton, Grady Tate, Rob McConnell, and Doc Severinsen. Jeff
is frequently commissioned to compose music for school, military and profes-
sional musical groups. He has co-authored The Jazz Educators Handbook with
Doug Beach, a jazz piano book with Matt Harris entitled The Chord Voicing
Handbook, and with Mike Carubia, Effective Etudes For Jazz. Jarvis was cited
by the Global Music Awards for "Lifetime Contributions to Jazz and Jazz
Education".
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