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TO THE DIRECTOR 

This original is a Bb blues shuffle with some unusual melodic and harmonic
twists. Beginning improvisers will feel comfortable right away, and the more
adventurous will appreciate the extra scales and ideas provided in the solo
sheets.

There are a lot of sudden dynamic changes that are important to the chart.
Ensure that the softer sections retain their intensity, emphasize the importance
of the larger dynamic shapes (measures 65-69, coda). The saxophones get to
take charge of the melody going into the half time at measure 41.

The drummer should listen to recordings to see how the great big band players
play a shuffle feel. Make sure the drummer catches the shift to the half-time feel
at measure 41, then back to the original groove at measure 49. Rhythm section
players should start with the written parts, while more experienced players may
choose to vary these somewhat (especially during the solo section). Either way,
make sure that the “as written” or doubled parts are played to support the
ensemble.

The solo section at measure 53 is a Bb blues with a few surprises. Written solos
are provided for all instruments, and improvising is always recommended.
Soloists will favor the security of the blues scale, but developing some more
interesting ideas is encouraged. This section can easily be opened up, with
backgrounds cued on the soloist’s last chorus. The short solo lines in the coda
should be played as written, but still maintain an improvised feel.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.
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This chart playable by fewer than the standard number of instruments;
* above indicates essential parts.
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Œ
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œ
3
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œn œ> œ> œ œ̂ Œ
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