DOUG BEACH MUSIC PRESENTS

Commissioned by the Jazz Division of the lllinois Music Education Association TO THE DIRECTOR

for the 2021 lllinois All-State Honors Jazz Band.

The Jazz Ensemble Series

The “S” Is Silent

style: jazz samba/swing « difficulty level: medium advanced ¢ duration 4:35

Kris Berg

INSTRUMENTATION

Full Score
Alto Sax 1
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax 1
Tenor Sax 2
Baritone Sax
Trumpet 1
Trumpet 2
Trumpet 3
Trumpet 4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
Trombone 4
Vibes (opt.)
Guitar
Piano
Bass
Drums

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

Distributed Exclusively By

KENDOR MUSIC, INC.
m music publishers

21 Grove Street + PO Box 278 + Delevan, New York 14042-0278 « US.A
www.kendormusic.com

Combining both samba and hard swing, functional and modal changes, and lots of creative
writing, it produces a chart that’s sure to bring the house down! Listening to the recording
will give you a great idea of what it can sound like.

The tune works best at a tempo of 200-220 bpm. It's important that the drummer and bassist
capture the drive and energy needed to make your performance dynamic. The chart starts
high enerqgy with a pedal point in the low register and the trombones capturing a chromatic
progression over the top. The dynamic is forceful right from the beginning. At measure 17, it
should relax a little, but don'’t allow the stop time to drag.

Exaggerate the dynamics in this chart, therefore be sure to drop the volume way down at
measure 34. At measure 50, the drums should swing hard, but not too loud. Save the vol-
ume build up for the downbeat of measure 67 and then really drop the decrescendo down to
nothing. The introduction comes back next and then modulates into measure 89, be sure
everyone bumps it up a notch, including the drums.

Swing hard again at measure 97 with the big send off into the solos and do not let the ener-
gy drop as the alto sax solo beginning at measure 105. Build with backgrounds (swing feel)
behind the alto sax and then drop down a little at measure 129 for the trumpet solo, building
again at measure 153 and then heading back into the full band.

Measure 168 starts some mad contrapuntal lines. Drums should come down in volume, but
not in energy. Be sure the hi-hat sizzles here as you keep the samba time beneath the
instruments. The melody lines are divided by sections and each section is doubled by one of
the rhythm section instruments. Be sure they are heard enough to add the desired colors to
the melodies. It all comes together at measure 198. Really drop the volume and quickly
bring it back up on the triplets. At measures 199-202, push the volume and embrace the dis-
sonance!!

Measure 203 is the shout section and should do just that. It’s crucial the saxophones play
up to the brass here and at measure 212. Take a breath as everything finally relaxes at
measure 219, starting with just the rhythm section and then adding the horns. It will naturally
get louder as more instruments come in, but this is not a long crescendo to a big note at the
end. From measure 213 on, the chart is in a diminuendo vibe, with instruments getting softer
and eventually dropping out until all that is left is the trombones and the bari sax. 4th
Trombone and bari saxophone split the bass line in this ending. It is vital that their volumes
match as they switch back and forth.

There is no ritard at the end, so please be sure the last 9 measures of the chart, after the
drums drop out, do not slow down. The ending will be most effective if performers and con-
ductor will freeze their physical position after the last measure, about 5 seconds should do it.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and Doug Beach
releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos by downloading profes-
sionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be
downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Kris Berg has written big band charts for professional and school groups for over 20 years.
As a bassist, Kris frequently performs at jazz festivals and has appeared or recorded with
artists such as Wayne Bergeron, Phil Woods, John Pizzarelli, Kurt Elling, Randy Brecker,
Peter Erskine, and many others. Kris Berg and the Metroplexity Big Band have released two
critically acclaimed CD’s, Time Management and This Time/Last Year, and have garnered 8
Global Music Awards.
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