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The piece is based on the chord changes to George Gershwin’s “S’Wonderful,”
and the repeated piano-motif throughout the even-eighth portion of the piece
stems from the three notes that begin Gershwin’s last four measures of his tune.
| recommend that before the band plays a note everyone sing the rhythms of the
piano right-hand repeated at measures 22-23. Once learned, the bassist, drum-
mer, and many of the horn-players will know exactly where their own lines fall.
The bridge of the tune and the swung improvisation section are scored in the
style of The Count Basie Orchestra and the guitar-comping of Freddie Green.
Listen to such Basie fracks as “Shiny Stockings.” Accented ( > ) notes are not
short, though | have also written some accented and full-value markings (2 ) for
extra emphasis. Accents appearing as () are accented, short, but fat (at least
half-value); notes marked (. ) are at least half-length without any accent.
“Scoops” (/) climb to a pitch from the half-step below. The x-noteheads indicate
“ghosting” the notes.

Most of the melody is presented in “ECM” style, a primarily even-eighth genre
rooted partly in greater freedom for the drummer, with overall accents falling in
the middle of the bar (beat 3). For an example of one rhythm section, listen to
the title track of guitarist Pat Metheny’s 1976 album “Bright Size Life,” featuring
Jaco Pastorius (bass) and Bob Moses (drums). A freer hi-hat keeps the groove
from being a samba.

Solo changes are written in the Tenor Sax 1, Trumpet 2, and Trombone 1 parts,
plus some rhythm parts. Solo sheets are also provided in C Treble, C Bass, Bb,
and Eb, showing how you can think of the entire even-eighth solo section as
variations on a concert Eb-rooted scale, plus the Eb major scale for 90% of the
swing section.

| composed this work in July 2016, during a time characterized by some as “a
month of madness” extending into the preceding June. The U.S. at that time was
reeling from waves of civilian- and police-killings rooted in one’s race, terror
aftacks based on one’s orientation, and (almost anticlimactically) the most divi-
sive Presidential campaign in contemporary history. We faced a mass killing in
Nice, France; a failed coup in Turkey; and a continuing litany of wars, conflicts,
and hate-crimes circling the planet. It is a mark of our humanity that we seek
refuge, healing, and balance from art. Said Confucius: “We should feel sorrow
but not sink under its oppression.” We question life, hope for our world, and act
to make it better. We question hope itself.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Antonio J. Garcia is a performer, composer, arranger, producer, clinician, edu-
cator and author in both instrumental and vocal genres and Director of Jazz
Studies at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU). He has performed as trom-
bonist, bass trombonist, or pianist with 70 major artists including Ella Fitzgerald,
George Shearing, Mel Tormé, Billy Eckstine, Doc Severinsen, Louie Bellson,
Dave Brubeck and Phil Collins and is a Bach/Selmer clinician/solist.
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