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TO THE DIRECTOR

This hard-driving swing should be performed at its indicated tempo of 180 BPM
and no faster so as to accommodate some of the saxophone lines. With the
exception of a few places, this long form AABA chart should exude energy from
beginning to end. After the big, full ensemble introduction, the band settles into a
comiortable mf groove as the saxophones enter with the A section melody right
before measure 18. The brass section takes over at the 2nd A section (measure
34) before handing it back to the saxophones at measure 42. At measure 50, the
full ensemble carries the bridge, handing it back to the saxophones once again
for the final A section.

This progresses to the open solo section; anyone can solo here (chord change
sheets are provided in all keys). This section is set up in a 2 chorus format, with
the 1st chorus (measure 74 to the end of measure 114) written for soloist and
rhythm section only and the 2nd chorus (measure 115 to the end of measure
170) providing a full chorus of solo backgrounds. At measure 171, there is an
interlude with an optional D.S. back to the beginning of the solo section. If single
chorus solos are preferred, the director can choose to use these 2 choruses and
interlude in any desired manner, with several soloists playing single choruses
with or without backgrounds and with or without the interlude. However, when
the last soloist is finished, the band should go to the coda and play the new inter-
lude that sets up the sax soli.

The soli ends at measure 220 which begins a “cool-down” section taking the
band down to a pp dynamic (measure 236). At this point, the music should grad-
ually crescendo to the shout chorus (measure 252). From this point forward, the
band should roar to the end.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Mike Tomaro is Jazz Studies Program Director at Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh, PA. Prior to this, he was a saxophonist and musical director with the
Army Blues jazz ensemble in Washington, D.C. Mike is a Yamaha performing
artist and clinician for Vandoren products. He has over 200 published composi-
tions and arrangements through the Hal Leonard Corporation and Doug Beach
Music. Mike is co-author of the textbook, “Instrumental Jazz Arranging: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide,” published by the Hal Leonard Corporation.
Locally, he is the Artistic Director for the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra where he
also plays lead alto and is responsible for the compositions and arrangements
performed by the ensemble.
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