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TO THE DIRECTOR

Inspired by the day-to-day grind we all experience in one way of another, this
composition is a short form AB (simple binary) tune. The rhythm section parts
are very specific to this groove and should be played as written except where
indicated. For the horns, the indicated articulations are also very important and
should be played as accurately as possible. Horn sections should be aware of
their function at any given moment — melody, countermelody or accompaniment
— and adjust balances so as not to overshadow more important lines.

After the introduction, the trumpets carry the 1st melody at measure 12 with the
trombones joining in halfway with a countermelody. The saxophones pick the
melody up at measure 30 with the brass providing accompaniment figures. The
full ensemble comes together at measure 43, leading to an interlude at measure
49, which sets up the first of 2 solo sections. The 1st solo at measure 57 is
designed for brass soloists and the 2nd solo at measure 81 is for saxophones
and/or rhythm section, however, anyone can improvise in either section. It is
possible to solo over the entire form using the blues scale, minor pentatonic
scale or by using the scales specific to each chord; scale and suggested solo
sheets are provided in all keys. Background figures for each section can be cued
at any time. There is an interlude at measure 73 that separates the 2 sections.

After the solo sections, there are 2 different ensemble choruses. The 1st at
measure 103 begins with all horns in unison; players should adjust their volumes
so that the composite dynamic is mf. This section builds to a traditional shout
chorus at measure 119 where the band can really let loose and play a full ff
dynamic. After this, the band comes back down to a mf dynamic and quickly
builds back to fortissimo in the final measure.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Mike Tomaro is Jazz Studies Program Director at Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh, PA. Prior to this, he was a saxophonist and musical director with the
Army Blues jazz ensemble in Washington, D.C. Mike is a Yamaha performing
artist and clinician for Vandoren products. He has over 200 published composi-
tions and arrangements through the Hal Leonard Corporation and Doug Beach
Music. Mike is co-author of the textbook, “Instrumental Jazz Arranging: A
Comprehensive and Practical Guide,” published by the Hal Leonard Corporation.
Locally, he is the Attistic Director for the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra where he
also plays lead alto and is responsible for the compositions and arrangements
performed by the ensemble.
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