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TO THE DIRECTOR

The feel of this piece alternates between a rock and bossa nova. The bass part
is suitably notated for the correct feel, and the piano part shows voicing and
rhythmic suggestions. The drum, bass and piano parts can be interpreted ad lib,
as each musician level allows.

The melody at measure 17, and anywhere else this happens (measure 33, 137)
include grace notes for the purpose of adding a certain human and bluesy touch.
They can be interpreted as scoops as well. Try slowing down the grace notes a
bit for a more relaxed flavor.

The direction of this piece relies heavily on adherence to dynamics. Especially
pay attention to the crescendos indicated, as they will breathe life into the piece.
As always, dynamics are relative to the band members abilities. Play within the
dynamic level of the rest of the band by listening!

A “spatial” section begins at measure 57 and 121, in contrast to the other
sections of the piece. The drummer should use cymbals predominantly, with
tom toms and snare non-existent, except for the rhythmic hits on the upbeats of
beats 3 and 4 in measures 56, 60 and subsequent measures. The bass and
piano in this section should play more elongated figures, as notated in the part.
More advanced players can have fun with this section with cymbal rolls, piano
sweeps, and bass jumps from the root of the chord to the”5th”, then the “3rd” or
“Oth” of the chord, for example.

Measure153 begins a solo “battle” between alto and trumpet. This section slowly
builds with added horn figures and more active lines. The rhythm section should
steadily build with volume and activity leading to measure 169. The drums can
also play the rock beat at 153 with ride cymbal as a more open alternative to hi-
hat.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

After winning numerous awards in high school and at the Berklee College of
Music, Tom Garling went on the road with Buddy Rich in January of 1986 at the
age of twenty. After Buddy died in 1987, Tom went on to finish his studies at the
University of Miami, where he received his Master’s degree in Jazz Arranging
and Composition. Upon completion, he taught improvisation and ear training,
direct Big Bands and coach small groups at the University of Miami. Shortly
thereafter, he started touring with Maynard Ferguson’s Big Bop Nouveau Band,
where he remained for 6 years, 4 of which he was musical director. Tom has
played on numerous albums, including his own on Concord records, called
“Maynard Ferguson Presents Tom Garling”. In addition to his accomplishments
as a soloist, his talents as composer and arranger have been utilized by
Maynard Ferguson, Tito Puente, Liza Minelli, Michael Fienstein, Dianne Schuur,
plus countless commissions from professional bands.
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