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TO THE DIRECTOR

This alto saxophone feature starts as a ballad, then moves to an easy bossa
nova before returning to the ballad to finish. Interpret the eighth notes evenly in
both grooves. The introduction should create a nice build before the entrance of
the alto soloist. The up beat figures in the brass at measure 13 should have a
very clean attack, almost like a bell tone.

The saxophones and trombones should approach the bridge at measure 23 in a
very lyrical manner. The transition to the bossa groove at measure 37 should be
less than a double time and feel very relaxed. The return to the ballad at mea-
sure 74 has the drums leading the way, with a very big ensemble like a rock bal-
lad. Again, even eighth notes throughout. The alto returns again to take the
melody out.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

Doug Beach has built a career that includes performing (trumpet), teaching,
adjudicating, publishing and composing. Inspired by his interest in playing, writ-
ing and teaching, in 1975 he established the publishing company which bears
his name. Three years later, Doug joined the faculty of EImhurst College in
lllinois as director of jazz studies; in the years since, his band has toured Europe
often and has appeared with jazz greats Gary Smulyan, Dennis Mackrel,
Nicholas Payton, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Patti Austin, Lee Konitz, Jeff Hamilton,
Bobby Shew and others. In 1996, the Count Basie Orchestra and New York
Voices recorded his arrangement of “Cottontail” on a CD that went on to win the
Grammy Award for best large jazz ensemble.
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