
KENDOR APEX STRING ORCHESTRA SERIES

Halloween 
Dance Party
GRADE 4  • DURATION 5:40

arranged by Michael Hopkins

FULL SCORE

INSTRUMENTATION
1 - Full Score
8 - 1st Violin
8 - 2nd Violin
3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
5 - Viola
5 - Cello
5 - Bass
1 - Chimes (opt.)
1 - Drum set (opt.)

To The Director

The ghouls and goblins emerge at midnight to the Dies Irae and have an all night dance party! Everyone will
love this fun mashup of Halloween classics with funk and hip hop syncopated rhythms.

Play the eighth notes with short crisp bow strokes and plenty of separation. Repeated down bows should
be played in the lower half of the bow near the frog. Uniformity in articulation, bow placement and length
of notes will greatly enhance the performance. From measures 25-30 the sixteenth notes in the violins
should be played off the string. 

At measure 62 the violins should touch the G string in first position (3rd finger is recommended) without
pressing down, and slowly gliss up the G string while touching the string and bowing tremolo near the
bridge (ponticello) to produce a variety of harmonics. The end of the gliss in measure 65 should not be
tremolo. Cellos and basses should play with short, crisp articulated bow strokes to give clarity to the bass
lines. 

At measure 140, a blood-curdling scream is indicated in the 2nd Violin part, however this can be assigned
to anyone in the orchestra. I recommend utilizing the optional drum set and chimes parts. A backing track
of the drum set part is available for download at kendormusic.com for use in rehearsal or performance if
you don’t have access to a drum set player. 

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an associate professor of music education at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in Ann
Arbor, where he teaches undergraduate courses in string techniques, orchestra methods, and music technology, and graduate cours-
es in psychology of music and research methods. Prior to joining the faculty, Hopkins was an associate professor of music at the
University of Vermont, from 1999-2010, where he was conductor of the UVM Orchestra and taught courses in music education and
music technology. Hopkins earned a Bachelor's Degree in music education from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in
Music Education from the University of Michigan. He composes pieces in orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular
styles. He has been commissioned by many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 
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