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To The Director

Beethoven composed his Symphony No. 9 between 1822-24. The fourth movement was a theme 
and variations on Schiller’s poem, Ode To Joy, that included solo voices and choir. The poem’s lyrics
proclaim the glory of the human spirit. 

This arrangement for strings includes the opening presentation of the theme along with several varia-
tions, capturing the spirit of the original work. The parts are largely playable in first position, with some
shifting to intermediate positions for 1st Violin, Cello and Bass.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

MICHAEL HOPKINS

Michael Hopkins is an associate professor of music education at the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in Ann Arbor,
where he teaches undergraduate courses in string techniques, orchestra methods, and music technology, and graduate courses in psycholo-
gy of music and research methods. Prior to joining the faculty, Hopkins was an associate professor of music at the University of Vermont,
from 1999-2010, where he was conductor of the UVM Orchestra and taught courses in music education and music technology. Hopkins
earned a Bachelor's Degree in music education from Colorado State University and a Masters and Ph.D. in Music Education from the
University of Michigan. He composes pieces in orchestral, chamber, solo, electro-acoustic and popular styles. He has been commissioned by
many ensembles in Colorado, Michigan and Vermont. 
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*Beethoven's metronome marking was  h = 80, but professional recordings range from 60 to 80.
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