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To The Director

This Appalachian folk song of Scottish origin, was first discovered and collected by English composer
and folk archivist Cecil Sharp, It was then reworked into the melody we know today by folk musician
John Jacob Niles in 1921. 

In this arrangement, there are five unique accompanimental treatments to the melody which is played
by every section of the orchestra. Sustained harmonics in the violins and rich, expressive harmonies
enhance the mysterious quality of this passionate and haunting love song.

Extra care should be given in bringing to light the expressive qualities and dynamic changes in both
the melody and accompaniment alike. At measure 11, the heart beat rhythm should be played with a
softened and rounded approach in order to keep from rushing. The closing harmonic tones should
fade away as gently as they awaken in the beginning.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

ANDY MASTERS

Mr. Masters is the orchestra director for the St. Charles Community Unity School District 303 (IL). He attended the University of Cincinnati
(OH), College-Conservatory of Music with a double concentration in violin and trumpet, and earned his Master’s degree in music education
with an emphasis in orchestral conducting from Northwestern University (IL). In addition, he is the Associate Conductor with the Elgin Youth
Symphony Orchestra where he directs the Prelude and Sinfonia Orchestras. 
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