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To The Director

Joseph Achron was a Russian composer and violinist of Jewish origin. His career as a violinist began with
his first public performance at age seven in Warsaw, Poland. The great violinist, Leopold Auer, became
his teacher, and he performed throughout Russia and Eastern Europe where he was viewed as a child
prodigy. After World War I he toured Europe extensively as a concert artist. In 1925 he emigrated to the
United States where he taught, composed and performed. His last nine years were spent in Hollywood
as a concert violinist and composer of both film and classical music. Almost all of his compositions
reflect the Jewish elements of his roots.

The Song begins with a sense of melancholy. A haunting tune, using the augmented 2nds typical of
Jewish music, is played by solo cello (or viola) and violin. The Dance begins at the key change in meas-
ure 35. The double down-bows will recur throughout the piece, giving it added energy. Make sure to
“set” the bow at the frog on each retake. The triplet passages beginning at measure 51 propel the
music forward with the tempo increasing to as fast as possible at the end.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

JANICE L. McALLISTER

Janice L. McAllister is a string specialist in the award-winning orchestra program of the Logan City (UT) School District and Co-Director of the
Cache Valley New Horizons Orchestra for adults.  She also teaches many students in her violin/viola and piano studio. An active performer,
she has played with the Utah Festival Opera Orchestra, the Cache Chamber and Symphony Orchestras, Northern Utah Symphony, American
Festival Orchestra, Camerata Werdenfels in Garmisch, Germany, and the Classical Music Festival Orchestra in Eisenstadt, Austria. Ms.
McAllister has often served as a faculty member of the Utah State University Summer Music Clinic, presenter at music educators confer-
ences, and as a string adjudicator/clinician. She was named Secondary Teacher of the Year in 1998 by the Utah Chapter of the American
String Teachers Association and was honored by the Utah Music Educators Association with their Superior Accomplishment Award for the
2002-2003 school year. In 2004-06 she served as president of the Utah State Chapter of ASTA with NSOA.
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