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To The Director

Ferdinand Hérold is best known for his more than 20 operas. He was a virtuoso on piano and violin and
won the Prix de Rome in 1812 for composition. During his distinguished career he composed several
operas which are considered successful, Zampa being one of the most famous. It was first performed in
Paris in 1831 and achieved 500 performances by 1877.

The Overture has become a staple in modern orchestral literature. As with the typical 19th century
overture, the many themes from the opera are presented in an instrumental selection played before
the curtain rises. The overture was linked to the drama and emotion of the opera and was intended to
foreshadow the elements of the plot.

Originally there are 7 different themes presented in the Zampa Overture. However, this arrangement
highlights just 4 of them. The first 109 measures match the original, but the arranger uses the cadence
at measure 110 to pivot to the final section. This exuberant coda at measure 110 doubles the tempo
from 4/4 at 144 bpm to cut time at 144 bpm, which drives the piece to a satisfying conclusion. 

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Deborah Baker Monday has 34 years of string teaching and conducting experience which is reflected in her well-crafted compositions and
arrangements. She has presented at many national ASTA conferences, the Midwest Clinic and the Ohio State University String Teacher
Workshop as one of the leading contributors to the pedagogical string orchestra repertoire.
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