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(The Precarious Cat) 8 - 1st Violin
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To The Director

This piece was written to depict my family’s cat that can, like most cats, be temperamental and
unpredictable at times.

The syncopation written in the first 4 measures and again at measure 53 can be taught to the entire
orchestra simultaneously. It should be stressed that these and any other syncopated rhythms must not
be rushed. Steady subdivision of the pulse will help to ensure accurate syncopation. Also, remind the
players of the recurring Bb, especially Tst Violins when playing Bb in 3rd posifion.

In measure 36, the basses should know that they are the only ones playing, and that it is important to
the end of the phrase that this measure be strong and present.

At measure 57, the violas should work to bring out the marked accents to continue the strong Latin
feel.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

JEFFREY FRIZZI

A graduate of Indiana State University, Jeff has taught both band and orchestra during his 15 year teaching career. Currently the orchestra
director and department chair at Clay Middle School in Carmel (IN), his orchestras continue to receive Gold Division ratings at contest. In
2003, he won the American String Teacher’s Association’s Merle J. Isaac Composition Contest with “Elegy for Remembrance” - a musical
account of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. In addition to composing, Frizzi is a free lance musician and has been a guest conductor
for the Indiana String Teacher’s Association’s Middle School All Region Orchestra Festival.
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