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To The Director

This well-known Jamaican folk song has a touch of reggae that is very approachable for young play-
ers. The rhythmic energy in this piece is infectious. Careful attention to the accurate execution of the
dotted quarter/eighth note rhythm, will add energy and style to this music. Focus on this rhythm during
rehearsal and warm-ups, as this will transfer well to the smaller groups throughout the piece.

Attention to bowing and counting will help the group handle the rests. These appear both in full groups
and smaller groups of sections of the piece. Have students listen carefully and stop their bows at the
end of these notes to create precision that will add energy to the music.

In measures 25-33, the violas play C# (high 3rd finger) on their “G” string. The upper strings are in unison
pizzicato at this point, but only the violas are playing high 3rd. This is a great opportunity to work with
the entire group on the C# in D scale passages on the “G” string during warm-up. It will pay big divi-
dends for the performance of this section and others in the future as well.

Accents, although only at the beginning and ending of the piece, play a very big role in performanc-
es. In measures 4-5, upper strings can add intensity through quality accents as they play the half and
whole notes together. Have everyone work on feeling the accented eighth notes together in the last
section (measure 66 - end). When they start to hear it come together, they’ll be even more motivated
to listen and make the impact even stronger.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

FRANK J. HALFERTY

A graduate of Seattle  (WA) Pacific University and New Mexico State University, he has extensive experience teaching instrumental and
choral music from the elementary to college levels. Frank has also served as contest adjudicator in Texas and Washington, and an array of
his originals and arrangements for school musicians are available from several leading educational publishers.
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