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THE COMPOSER

Rod Blumenau began studying piano before the age of 5 with his grandmother, a piano
teacher. He started clarinet at eight and saxophone at 11. Rod also displayed an aptitude for
math and received his bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering and a Master’s of Science in
management from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Rod enjoyed a 32-year career with Eastman Kodak while continuing to perform music as

an avocation. He has made several recordings and has performed with Andre Kostelanetz,
Henry Mancini, Clark Terry, Cab Calloway, Mel Tormé, Regina Carter, Gene Bertoncini,
Kevin Mahogany, Terell Stafford, Russell Malone, Stefon Harris, Tia Fuller, Tamir Hendelman,
Darmon Meader, Eddie Daniels, Jane Monheit, and other notables.

For most of his adult life Rod has arranged vocal, orchestral and jazz music for students,
taught at a summer jazz camp for adults, and performed in nightclubs and jazz concerts in the
upstate New York area. He has recently relocated to Seattle, where he continues to perform and
compose jazz. More information about Rod can be found on his website: www.RodBJazz.com.

THE COMPOSITION

To succeed — even to survive! — a band needs to get hired and play gigs. It struck me
flyer, is woefully insufficient in communicating the reason someone would want to hire y
calling card should ideally be a sample of their playing — one tune, not an enti

In my tune Calling Card, I aimed to create an ingratiating modern-day_s
and hopefully saying, “That band is great! HOW DO I HIRE THE
heavy swing tune that demonstrates a band’s technique, cohesive

d phrase the swing eighth notes and follow the dynamics in
radical or avant-garde about Calling Card, nor are there any
unusual technical demands. It is simply a really cooking; fai tforward, straight-ahead SWING tune!

If you created a physical calling card for your
Lawrence Welk. A couple of rehearsals on my
will love it and want it! Besides its
rhythms and note range could a

ive clients might interpret “big band swing” as Glenn Miller or even
d these people will know exactly what you offer — and most of them
as a means of getting a professional band hired, the relative simplicity of the tune’s
r a solid student big band learning to swing.

Good luck!
All charts in the First Place for Jazz series feature flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will

sound full and complete with as few as nine players: Alto Saxes 1 and 2, Tenor Sax 1, Trumpets 1 and 2, Trombone 1, Piano, Bass, and
Drums. Parts are also included for: Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C.

INSTRUMENTATION LiIsT

1 - Alto Sax 1 1 - Trombone 1 1 - Vibes

1 - Alto Sax 2 1 - Trombone 2 1 - Flute

1 - Tenor Sax 1 1 - Trombone 3 1 - Clarinet

1 - Tenor Sax 2 1 - Trombone 4 1 - FHorn

1 - Baritone Sax 1 - Guitar 1 - Baritone T.C. (Trombone 2 T.C.)
1 — Trumpet 1 1 - Piano 1 - Tuba

1 - Trumpet 2 1 - Bass 1 - Full Conductor Score

1 - Trumpet 3 1 - Drums

1 - Trumpet 4

ZB512F



IMPROVISING SoLos oN CALLING CARD

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience, and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for
Calling Card is found in bars 50-57. Students can improvise a solo using the notes of the concert F Blues scale. For soloists who
wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts. It contains color tones that are not a part of this scale,
but that may be added to any improvised solo.

Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are mere starting points for improvisation. Any instrument can solo, and the
solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary.

F BLUES ScALE

Buitag, PIAND, FLUTE(BVA), Vises: F BLUES
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