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Welcome to Kjos FlexJazz. This innovative new jazz series lets you create a jazz ensemble using any combination of instruments
that are available. FlexJazz pieces are scored at the easiest levels and allow for maximum flexibility of instrumentation and
instrument assignments.

FlexJazz scores include four parts, plus parts for the rhythm section. Each of the four parts can be assigned to whatever instrumentation
is available. As long as all four parts are covered, regardless of the instrumentation used, these pieces will sound full and complete.

PART AVAILABLE FOR...
One Trumpet, Clarinet, Alto Sax, Flute, Mallet Percussion
Two Trumpet, Clarinet, Alto Sax, Tenor Sax
Three Tenor Sax, Baritone T.C., Trombone, F Horn
Four Baritone Sax, Trombone
*Tuba has a separate part that can be added to any combination
Guitar
Piano
Bass
Drums

INSTRUMENTATION LIST

1 - Alto Sax (part 1) 1 - Clarinet (part 2) — Tuba*
1 - Alto Sax (part 2) 1 - Trumpet (part 1) 1 - Guitar
1 - Tenor Sax (part 2) 1 - Trumpet (part 1 - Piano
1 - Tenor Sax (part 3) 1 - Trombone (pa 1 - Bass

1 - Baritone Sax (part 4) 1 - Trombo rt 1 - Drums

1 - Flute (part 1) 1 - Baritone
1 - Clarinet (part 1)

1 - Mallet Percussion (part 1)
1 — Full Conductor Score

an Sorenson is Associate Professor and Director of Jazz Studies at the University of
nesota, as well as a prolific and highly sought-after composer, arranger, trombonist,
ucator, and clinician. Mr. Sorenson is the author of Total Jazz Theory, as well First
Place for Jazz, a new and innovative method for beginning jazz players. He is also the
author of Excellence in Jazz Pedagogy, a series of instructional texts covering focused
topics in jazz teaching. All are published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. His latest
recording is Colors of the Soul, the debut release of the Dean Sorenson Sextet.

For more information, please visit www.deansorensonmusic.com.

Andrea Canter Photography
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THE COMPOSITION

Funky Stew features a simple, yet driving groove in the rhythm section. Make certain that all of the rhythm section players are
listening carefully to one another, locking in their parts together. This is especially important on the “& of four” in bars 5, 7, 9, etc.
The anticipation of the downbeat helps drive the forward motion of this groove.

The melody is played by everyone beginning at bar 9 and is passed around the different parts at bar 17. The rhythm section
groove changes slightly at bar 25. Play close attention to the bass and the kick drum here to make sure this subtle change is made.
The pyramid in bars 39-40, before the solos, is also used for intro and ending material. All entrances should be attacked cleanly
with accents.

Beginning at bar 51 there is a section that features drums “trading” with the ensemble. There are suggested rhythms for the

drummer to play but always encourage the player to improvise. The most important job for the drummer here is to keep the time
steady and clear during the drum solos. Oftentimes simpler is better!

IMPROVISING SoLOS ON FUNKY STEW

All FlexJazz series tunes allow players to improvise using a single scale. The solo se
Students can improvise a solo using only the notes of the concert Bb Blues scale. Any in
be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds can be cued at any time. For soloist
suggested solo provided in all of the parts.

ot to improvise, there is a

Bh BLLES

GuiTae, Piano, FLUTE (§ €s: Ves
L,

Conecer Tecsie | o —— s -
‘ >
ToOMBONE, Bass, 3vs): b BLues
5 ” - b: *
CoNeeer Bass |24 i =
ALTO ANO BARITONE SAXOPHONES: G BLLES (CoNeeer Bh BLUES)
I o y ]
€ INsTeoMeNts | : = i
ToUMPET, TENOR SAXOPHONE, CLARINET, BagiToNe T.0: C BLuEs (CoNeeer Bh BLUES)
8 INsteuMeNts | ' ——fe——=
-
F HoeN: F BLues (QoNeeet Bb BLLES)
L, .
¢ INsTeuMeNTs |t pe—o—fo——= '
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