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THE COMPOSER

Rod Blumenau began studying piano before the age of 5 with his grandmother, a piano
teacher. He started clarinet at eight and saxophone at 11. Rod also displayed an aptitude for
math and received his bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering and a Master’s of Science in
management from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Rod enjoyed a 32-year career with Eastman Kodak while continuing to perform music as

an avocation. He has made several recordings and has performed with Andre Kostelanetz,
Henry Mancini, Clark Terry, Cab Calloway, Mel Tormé, Regina Carter, Gene Bertoncini,
Kevin Mahogany, Terell Stafford, Russell Malone, Stefon Harris, Tia Fuller, Tamir Hendelman,
Darmon Meader, Eddie Daniels, Jane Monheit, and other notables.

For most of his adult life Rod has arranged vocal, orchestral and jazz music for students,
taught at a summer jazz camp for adults, and performed in nightclubs and jazz concerts in the
upstate New York area. He has recently relocated to Seattle, where he continues to perform and
compose jazz. More information about Rod can be found on his website: www.RodBJazz.com.

Celebracion del Sol is inspired by my recent move across the United States to Seattle, Was . appy to report that Seattle's weather
i e change of seasons comes the
sunshine of spring. What better way to welcome warmer and brighter days th i ypso-styled tune? Celebracién del Sol
was written to fill that need!

Throughout the chart, encourage students to play the staccato and : y, with no eighth note extending beyond half a
beat. Playing rhythmic passages and individual notes for theiri

The passages beginning at bars 50 and 58 highlight a musical ¢
at bars 66 and 74. The tune itself follows the basic A Rhyth
groove in their seats!

Celebracion del Sol concludes with a massivi endo in
celebration—spring is here!!

last three bars, peaking at the final note of the chart. It's time for a

All charts in the First Place for Jazz s re flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will
sound full and complete with as few as nine players: Alto Saxes 1 and 2, Tenor Sax 1, Trumpets 1 and 2, Trombone 1, Piano, Bass, and
Drums. Parts are also included for: Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C.

INSTRUMENTATION LIST

1 - Alto Sax 1 1 - Trombone 1 1 - Vibes

1 - Alto Sax 2 1 - Trombone 2 1 - Flute

1 — Tenor Sax 1 1 - Trombone 3 1 - Clarinet

1 - Tenor Sax 2 1 - Trombone 4 1 -FHorn

1 - Baritone Sax 1 - Guitar 1 - Baritone T.C. (Trombone 2 T.C.)
1 - Trumpet 1 1 - Piano 1 - Tuba

1 — Trumpet 2 1 - Bass 1 - Full Conductor Score

1 - Trumpet 3 1 - Drums

1 - Trumpet 4
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IMPROVISING SoLOS ON CELEBRACION DEL SoL

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience, and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for
Celebracion del Sol is found in bars 34-49. Students can improvise a solo using the notes of the concert F Major scale. For soloists
who wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts. It contains color tones that are not a part of this
scale, but that may be added to any improvised solo.

Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are mere starting points for improvisation. Any instrument can solo, and the
solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary.

F MAJOR SCALE
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QELEBRACION DEL SOL

FOLL CoNOLeTOR Seoee
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