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The Composer

Rod Blumenau began studying piano before the age of five with his grandmother. He started 
studying the clarinet at age eight and saxophone at eleven. Rod also displayed an aptitude 
for math. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering and Master of 
Science in management from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. He enjoyed a 32–year career 
with Eastman Kodak while continuing to perform music as an avocation. Rod has performed 
with Andre Kostelanetz, Henry Mancini, Clark Terry, Cab Calloway, Mel Torme, Regina Carter, 
Gene Bertoncini, Kevin Mahogany, Terell Stafford, Russell Malone, Stefon Harris, Tia Fuller, 
Tamir Hendelman, Darmon Meader, Eddie Daniels, Jane Monheit, and other notables. Today, 
Rod arranges vocal, jazz band and orchestral music for students, teaches at a summer jazz 
camp for adults, and plays nightclub and jazz concerts across the upstate New York area. He 
has recorded several CDs. More information, including upcoming performances, can be found 
online at http://www.RodBJazz.com.

The Composition

School’s Out Strut is an adaptation of the sound, “second line” rhythmic groove, and celebratory enthusiasm of a traditional New 
Orleans Street band.  As such, the whole piece should be played with exuberance and high spirit.  All parts, especially brass, should be 
“punched.” Bass should be short and “thuddy” like a marching sousaphone throughout.  

The drums of the street band start quietly, as if in the distance. They are soon joined by trumpets 1 & 2 with the main melody at bar 9.  
Trombones fall in at bar 17; their occasional glisses are essential to this style of music - let ‘em rip!   Flutes, trumpets 3 & 4, and clarinets 
fall in at bar 25. 

Saxes and trombones start a funky vamp at bar 41, followed by the remainder of the rhythm section at 45.  The vamp is joined by the 
previous melody for one happy chorus of the tune starting at bar 49.

The decrescendo in bars 79—81 is critical to set the stage for improv solos.  Concert D Dorian scale is ideal for improvising here, with 
possibly a little D blues scale thrown into the gumbo for spice!  Like the ensemble horn parts, solos should be loud and brash!  Back-
grounds should be cued by the director and used carefully depending on the volume of the soloist.  Don’t use any backgrounds behind 
a flute solo!

After the solos the three horn sections play a funky fugue in bars 98—114.  Then the whole band lets loose for one more chorus.  To 
add an authentic touch to this climax, ask an auxiliary percussionist to hit a tambourine on beats 2 and 4 in bars 122—159.  The band 
should decrescendo as if marching off in the distance from bar 160 to the end, with one boisterous last note as a surprise.

School’s Out Strut is meant to be enjoyed by both the student musicians and the audience. Have fun with it! Adventurous directors with 
students capable of memorizing small segments of music might want to program this piece first on the concert and literally have 
sections of their band march in to their seats on stage from the wings as their part enters, playing as they march.

All charts in the First Place for Jazz series feature flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will 
sound full and complete with as few as nine players: 1st and 2nd Alto Saxophone, 1st Tenor Saxophone, 1st and 2nd Trumpet, 1st 
Trombone, Piano, Bass, and Drums. Parts are also included for Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C. 

Instrumentation List

1 – 1st Trombone

1 – 2nd Trombone

1 – 3rd Trombone

1 – 4th Trombone

1 – Guitar

1 – Piano

1 – Bass

1 – Drums

1 – Vibes

1 – Flute

1 – Clarinet

1 – French Horn

1 – Baritone T.C. (Trombone 2 T.C.)

1 – Tuba

1 – Full Conductor Score

1 – 1st Alto Saxophone

1 – 2nd Alto Saxophone

1 – 1st Tenor Saxophone

1 – 2nd Tenor Saxophone

1 – Baritone Saxophone

1 – 1st Trumpet

1 – 2nd Trumpet

1 – 3rd Trumpet

1 – 4th Trumpet
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D Dorian Scale

Improvising Solos on School’s Out Strut

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for School’s 
Out Strut is found in bars 89—97. Students can improvise a solo using only the notes of the concert D Dorian scale. For soloists who 
wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts. Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are 
mere starting points for you.  Any instrument can solo, and the solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds 
can be cued at any time. 
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Kjos Music’s Guide to © Copyright
Composers rely on the income that their compositions generate, and it is the 
job of the copyright holder to protect the work from infringement. Copyright 
laws can be pretty tricky to navigate, so here are a few helpful tips to guide 
you through the process.

Adjudicator Copies
During contest and festival season, the majority of the inquiries we receive 
concern making photocopies of scores to meet specific requirements for the 
judges at a festival.
If you’re performing a concert selection out of one of our method books 
(Tradition of Excellence, String Basics: Steps to Success, First Place for Jazz, among 
others), permission may already be given to make the necessary photocopies 
for judges at these festivals. Please refer to the notices printed in the teacher 
score on the specific piece.
If a student is performing a solo from one of the method books listed above, 
permission is already given. In addition, a photocopy may be given to the 
accompanist.
Extra scores for our band and string repertoire (Beginning BandWorks, 
BandWorks, Conservatory Editions, StringTracks, and Steps to Successful 
Literature, among others) are available for purchase from your favorite music 
dealer. If you’re performing a work from a series that’s not listed above, please 
contact us for permission.

Making an Audio or Video Recording
A license is required any time you make an audio or video recording of a 
copyrighted work. Audio recordings are compulsory, meaning, we can’t deny 
your request; you just need to apply for the Mechanical License and pay the 
royalty. The royalty rate is set by the Library of Congress. For current rates, 
please visit www.copyright.gov.
The license to make a video of a performance, known as a Synchronization 
License, is not compulsory. Permission must be obtained from the copyright 
holder before distributing any copies, regardless if they are being sold or given 
away for free.

Arranging for Marching Band or Another Ensemble
We’re pleased to grant licenses to make a marching band (or other) 
arrangement of one of our concert works. However, permission is required 
before work can begin, and there are a few works whose composers have 
indicated that they do not want their compositions to be altered. Please 
contact us to make sure the piece you’re interested in is available for licensing.
If you’re planning to play the original piece without any alterations or 
additions, then a license isn’t needed. However, for example, if you’re rewriting 
the brass parts for marching instruments (mellophones, bugles), or adding 
marching percussion, or making cuts, adding repeats, or creating a medley with 
another composition, a license is required.

What If  I Want To … ?
If you’d like to use a composition in any other way, please contact us and we 
would be glad to advise you.
Contest and festival season is a busy time for our Copyright Office. Please 
contact us at least three weeks before your concert date so that we may 
help you in time. Please visit www.kjos.com and click on the Licensing tab to 
find out more information or to submit a license request.
We’re so pleased that you’ve chosen to perform one of our pieces! We 
appreciate your support and we want to make the licensing process as easy 
as possible for you. 

Neil A. Kjos Music Company, Publisher • San Diego, CA • www.kjos.comNN1408K
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