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The Composer

Ethan Freier (b. 1964) is a distinguished band director, arranger, composer, and freelance 
trombonist in the twin cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Freier is a band director in Northfield 
Minnesota and has taught middle and high school students there since 1999. 

Freier has earned degrees from UW Eau Claire and Indiana University. He has arranged 
hundreds of songs for Latin and pop bands in the Twin Cities area and as a freelance 
trombonist, he stays busy with local bands and national artists alike. 

The Composition

Second to None was written for my second son, who in my estimation is second to none!  The title was also fitting because I chose a 
“second line” New Orleans feel for the piece. Think Mardi Gras party time!  Some students will love the yelling part but some other 
students may feel too self conscious to be that rowdy.  Feel free to substitute a drum solo for the yelling if it suits the attitude of your 
musicians.

All charts in the First Place for Jazz series feature flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will 
sound full and complete with as few as nine players: 1st and 2nd Alto Saxophone, 1st Tenor Saxophone, 1st and 2nd Trumpet, 1st 
Trombone, Piano, Bass, and Drums. Parts are also included for Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C.  

Instrumentation List

1 – 1st Alto Saxophone
1 – 2nd Alto Saxophone
1 – 1st Tenor Saxophone
1 – 2nd Tenor Saxophone
1 – Baritone Saxophone
1 – 1st Trumpet
1 – 2nd Trumpet
1 – 3rd Trumpet

1 – 4th Trumpet
1 – 1st Trombone
1 – 2nd Trombone
1 – 3rd Trombone
1 – 4th Trombone
1 – Guitar
1 – Piano
1 – Bass

1 – Drums
2 – Auxiliary Percussion
1 – Vibes
1 – Flute
1 – Clarinet
1 – French Horn
1 – Baritone T.C. (Trombone 2 T.C.)
1 – Tuba
1 – Full Conductor Score
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Improvising Solos on Second To None

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for Second 
To None is found in bars 69-92. Students can improvise a solo using only the notes of the concert Bb blues scale. For soloists who wish 
not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts.The suggested solo contains color tones that are not a part of this 
scale, and you are also free to add those if you wish. Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are mere starting points for 
you.  Any instrument can solo, and the solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds can be cued at any time.

© 2015 Neil A. Kjos Music Company. This page is authorized for duplication.
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Alto Sax

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

Flute

Clarinet

Trumpet

Trombone

F Horn

Tuba

Guitar

Piano

Bass

Drums
Aux. Percussion

Vibes
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ZB438F - Second to None

SAMPLE




