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THE COMPOSER

Dean Sorenson (b. 1963) is Associate Professor and Director of Jazz Studies at the University
of Minnesota as well as a prolific and highly sought-after composer, arranger, trombonist,
educator, and clinician. He received his bachelor’s degree in trombone performance from the
University of Minnesota and his master’s degree in jazz arranging and composition from the
Eastman School of Music.

Mr. Sorenson’s most recent work is First Place for Jazz, a new and innovative method for
beginning jazz players. He has composed numerous pieces for concert band and jazz ensemble
published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. He is frequently featured at festivals and conven-
tions around the country and abroad. He also maintains a full schedule of concert and record-
ing dates as a Yamaha performing artist.

THE COMPOSITION

So What’s Up is a modal piece in AABA form that features rhythm breaks during the,
bridge (bars 21-28). The melody and the accompaniment feature a call and response fo
two elements. The call and response idea returns at bar 45 before a recap leading to the co
final bar. Have the trumpets play in tempo all the way until the end.
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INSTRUMENTATION LIST

1 - Ist Alto Saxophone 1 - Drums

1 - 2nd Alto Saxophone 2 - Auxiliary Percussion

1 - Ist Tenor Saxophone ne 1 - Vibes

1 - 2nd Tenor Saxophone rombone 1 - Flute

1 - Baritone Saxophone 1- Trombone 1 - Clarinet

1 - 1st Trumpet itar 1 - French Horn

1 - 2nd Trumpet Piano 1 - Baritone T.C. (Trombone 3 T.C.)
1 - 3rd Trumpet ~ Bass 1 - Tuba

1 — Full Conductor Score
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IMPROVISING SoLOS ON So WHAT's Up?

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for So
What'’s Up? is found in bars 37-44. Students can improvise a solo using only the notes of the concert F dorian scale. For soloists who
wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts.Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are
mere starting points for you. Any instrument can solo, and the solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds
can be cued at any time.
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