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The Composer

Dean Sorenson (b. 1963) is Associate Professor and Director of Jazz Studies at the University 
of Minnesota as well as a prolific and highly sought-after composer, arranger, trombonist, 
educator, and clinician. He received his bachelor’s degree in trombone performance from the 
University of Minnesota and his master’s degree in jazz arranging and composition from the 
Eastman School of Music.

Mr. Sorenson’s most recent work is First Place for Jazz, a new and innovative method for 
beginning jazz players. He has composed numerous pieces for concert band and jazz ensemble 
published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. He is frequently featured at festivals and 
conventions around the country and abroad. He also maintains a full schedule of concert and 
recording dates as a Yamaha performing artist.

The Composition

Samba Norte was commissioned by the Minnesota Chapter of the American School Band Directors Association for their Grade 
9-10 Honors Jazz Ensemble. It was premiered in November, 2013. The title translates to “Samba of the North”. The Samba groove is 
originally from Brazil, and people from Minnesota often dream of going to Brazil – especially during the winter. The open intervals at 
the beginning can be tricky to tune, so be sure players are listening carefully. Remember that tuning is about matching sound as well as 
matching pitch. Bars 58-60 features a line that descends from the trumpets, through the saxophones, and down to the trombones. Be 
sure this line is heard in the context of everything else going on. The same figure is repeated in bars 128-130.

All charts in the First Place for Jazz series feature flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will 
sound full and complete with as few as nine players: 1st and 2nd Alto Saxophone, 1st Tenor Saxophone, 1st and 2nd Trumpet, 1st 
Trombone, Piano, Bass, and Drums. Parts are also included for Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C. 

Instrumentation List

1 – 1st Alto Saxophone
1 – 2nd Alto Saxophone
1 – 1st Tenor Saxophone
1 – 2nd Tenor Saxophone
1 – Baritone Saxophone
1 – 1st Trumpet
1 – 2nd Trumpet
1 – 3rd Trumpet

1 – 4th Trumpet
1 – 1st Trombone
1 – 2nd Trombone
1 – 3rd Trombone
1 – 4th Trombone
1 – Guitar
1 – Piano
1 – Bass

1 – Drums
2 – Auxiliary Percussion
1 – Vibes
1 – Flute
1 – Clarinet
1 – French Horn
1 – Baritone T.C. (Trombone 3 T.C.)
1 – Tuba
1 – Full Conductor Score
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Improvising Solos on Samba Norte

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for Samba 
Norte is found in bars 63-78. Students can improvise a solo using only the notes of the concert D natural minor scale. For soloists who 
wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts.The suggested solo contains color tones that are not a part of 
this scale, and you are also free to add those if you wish. Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are mere starting points 
for you.  Any instrument can solo, and the solo section can be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds can be cued at any 
time. 

© 2015 Neil A. Kjos Music Company. This page is authorized for duplication.
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Samba Norte
Commissioned by the American School Band Directors’ Association 

Minnesota Chapter, for their Grades 9/10 Honors Jazz, 2013

Full Conductor Score
Approx. Performance Time - 3:30	 Dean Sorenson

© 2015 Neil A. Kjos Music Company, 4382 Jutland Drive, San Diego, California, 92117.
International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.

WARNING! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the copyright law.
Anyone who reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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Dean Sorenson
Full Conductor Score
Approx. Performance Time - 3:30

Commissioned by the American School Band Directors' Association
Minnesota Chapter, for their Grades 9/10 Honors Jazz, 2013
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Commissioned by the American School Band Directors' Association
Minnesota Chapter, for their Grades 9/10 Honors Jazz, 2013
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