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About the Composer
Ryan Nowlin (b. 1978), a native of Cleveland, Ohio, holds both his Bachelor of Music and Master
of Music degrees from Bowling Green State University (Ohio). He has taught for ten years at the
beginning, middle school, high school, and college levels including wind ensemble, jazz ensemble,
and marching band direction. Mr. Nowlin was an instructor of conducting and band scoring at
BGSU and was recently recognized as one of the university’s Accomplished Graduates.

Mr. Nowlin is an active composer and arranger, and has co-authored with noted author, composer,

and educator Bruce Pearson the Tradition of Excellence Comprehensive Band Method, the textbook

Teaching Band with Excellence, the Excellence in Theory music theory, history, ear training workbooks,

Excellence in Chamber Music, and Tradition of Excellence Concert Time. In 2010, Mr. Nowlin joined

“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band as staff arranger before being appointed to his
Beautiful Things Photography ¢\, -rent position of Director in 2023. In this role, Mr. Nowlin regularly conducts the Marine Band
and Marine Chamber Orchestra in the Washington D.C. area, at the White House, and across the United States.

Works presented by this publisher have been prepared by Ryan Nowlin in an unofficial capacity and neither “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band,
the U.S. Marine Corps nor any other component of the Department of Defense or the U.S. Government have endorsed this material.

About the Composition

The work is dedicated with immense gratitude to Eric Doolittle for
education.

In anticipation of Mr. Doolittle’s unannounced retirement, Tk

boring situations interesting, one who turns serious
sses the drive and insight to “do the right thing” in difficult

circumstances, delivering in times of needigHe i tor, a role model, a friend. Hidden beneath the surface of his
outwardly masculine persona is a “softy.” , man with an intense love for his family who sees a friend in everyone.
Eric is an accomplished percus ds to enjoy music that is intense, rhythmic, and melodic. With this in mind, |
chose to compose a soaring bression of sincere and genuine gratitude (from the Latin gratiam) on behalf

of the many lives he has touc
a metaphor for Eric himself—rugged on

elody in a celebratory, rhythmically intense fanfare in many ways serves as
outside, tender-hearted on the inside.

The fanfare takes this gratiam theme, starting in inversion, and paints it through several keys and “feels.” | thought as a
percussionist and educator, Mr. Doolittle would appreciate the constant pairing of twos and threes, allowing students and
listeners alike to float through the music at once in duple and triple, both feeling completely natural and organic.

After the heroic and grandiose fanfare strains, the music calms for the statement of the community’s hymn-like expression
of gratitude—still playful, always loving, but still quick and uplifting. This theme spills into a climax spanning two key centers
and allowing both the gratiam theme and celebratory fanfare gestures to coexist culminating in the return of opening fanfare
in the original key, but feeling completely new. The works concludes with a musical hug—where the band, starting with the
lowest instruments, completely expands to its maximum range over an unchanging, E-flat pedal.

One last musical gesture of gratitude and appreciation before Eric Doolittle begins his well-earned, most-deserved
retirement.

—Ryan Nowlin
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Instrumentation List

| — Piccolo

3 — Ist Flute
3 — 2nd Flute
| — Ist Oboe
| —2nd Oboe

3 — Ist Bb Clarinet

3 — 2nd Bb Clarinet

3 — 3rd Bb Clarinet

2 — Bb Bass Clarinet

| — Eb Contra-alto Clarinet
| — Ist Bassoon

| — 2nd Bassoon

2 — Ist Eb Alto Saxophone
2 — 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone

2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone

3 — Ist Bb Trumpet

3 — 2nd Bb Trumpet

3 — 3rd Bb Trumpet

2 — Ist F Horn

2 — 2nd F Horn V

2 —3rd F Horn
2 —4th F Horn
3 — Ist Trombone

3 — 2nd Trombone
3 — 3rd Trombone
2 — Euphonium
2 — Baritone TC
4 —Tuba
| —Timpani
2 — Percussion I
ne

Glockenspiel,Vibraphone
2 — Percussion I
Chimes, Marimba,Vibrapho
2 — Percussion Il (two player
Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cym riangle, Low Tom-tom, Tam-tam
2 — Percussion IV (two players):
Snare Drum
Bass Drum
| — Full Conductor Score

Approximate performance time—3:30
Additional scores and parts are available.

To hear a recording of this piece or any other publication, please visit www.kjos.com.
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Commissioned by Thomas Worthington Band Boosters, stdff, friends, students, and band families.
Dedicated with immense gratitude to Eric Doolittle for his 34 years of selfless and steadfast service to music education.

Full Conductor Score
Approx. performance time—3
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