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About the Composer

3 Brad Ciechomski (b. 1959) is currently the Director of Bands at Harrison Middle School in Yarmouth,
Maine where he was the 2005-2006 teacher of the year and is one of 51 teachers in the USA to receive
the 2008 American Star of Teaching. In Yarmouth, he conducts four concert bands and three jazz
bands. Although experienced at all levels of the band world, Brad has focused his career on developing
a passion for music in students in their early, formative years.

Brad received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from The University of New Hampshire where he
‘ studied composition with Andrew Boysen Jr.

As a composer, Brad has received commissions for bands at every level, elementary, middle, high school and college ensembles. His
compositions have been showcased at National Conventions, as well as concerts abroad. Brad’s many compositions for concert band
and jazz bands, have been published by numerous national music publishers. Brad receives commissions from schools each year,
tailoring the composition process to the school’s ensembles.

Aside from composing, Brad is active in New England as a clinician, adjudicator and guest conductor at district and state music
festivals and competitions.

A performer at heart, Brad stays busy as a freelance drummer with local, regional and n
As a veteran jazz drummer, Brad has appeared on stage with jazz great such as Cla
Voices, Wayne Bergeron, Conrad Herwig, comedian Joan Rivers, LA saxophonist

nal artists in the greater New England Area.

(Jazz), and records/appears frequently with the rock band “The Strangel ibles. ember of the Vic Firth Drum Stick
Company with an endorsement as part of their Percussion Education ives i
when he’s not teaching, gigging, or out on his boat!

About the Composition

Honor Band. When working with the organizers
Hampshire icon Mount Washington. Standing at . ount Washington is the highest mountain in the northeastern

United States. As the mountain is snow-c f the“calendar year, its nickname is the “Crystal Hill.” With its snow-
capped peak and the highest wind speed e i world, 231 m.p.h,, the Crystal Hill’s weather changes quickly and
drastically! The music would have to reflect a nsion, weather conditions and summit to the peak!

the mountain from a distance. At measure 17, the climb begins with a fast-paced
vista as you ascend. With rapid weather changes, measure 39’s pulse and pace
offer changing patterns, symboli i ging weather and trail conditions.

tempo. Measure 33 is symboli

At measure 67, the famous, or infam d enters! The woodwind patterns are scored to portray the ever-changing conditions,
shifting from Eb Major to A major. As the climb continues, the musical motifis passed around the band, bringing us to a brief recap
of the opening, just prior to arriving at the summit of the mountain as the “grandioso” fanfare of measure 110; which allows for a

moment of celebration after reaching the summit.

As all climbs go, one must go up and then down. Measure 117, begins our descent; passing through many of the conditions and
changes that were experienced on the ascent.

Aswe reach the end of the trail, the wind returns. Although we reached the summit on a good day (weather wise) the mountain will
remain an ever-changing wilderness. The final minor to major chords are the last reminder of the rapidly changing conditions on
Mount Washington, the Crystal Hill.

Correlation with TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE™
Ascending the Crystal Hill correlates with Tradition of Excellence Book 3, page 20.
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Instrumentation List

1 - Wind*

4 — 1st Flute
4 - 2nd Flute
2 - Oboe

4 — 1st Bb Clarinet

4 —2nd Bb Clarinet

2 — Eb Alto Clarinet

2 — Bb Bass Clarinet

2 — Bassoon

4 — 1st Eb Alto Saxophone

4 - 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone

2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone
4 — 1st Bb Trumpet

4 —2nd Bb Trumpet

6 — F Horn

4 — 1st Trombone

4 - 2nd Trombone

2 — Baritone

2 — Baritone TC

4 — Tuba
1 — Electric Bass
3 — Mallets

3 — Bar Chimes, Suspended Cymbal, Gong
2 — Crash Cymbals

3 — Triangle, Tambourine

3 — Snare Drum, Bass Drum

2 - Timpani (3 drums) & Wind

1 — Rehearsal Piano**

1 — Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available.
Approximate Performance Time—5:00
To hear a recording of this or any other Kjos publication, please visit www.kjos.com.

* Wind: Download tracks from the Kjos Multimedia Library at https://www.kjos.com. The Wind part includes the 1st Trumpet part
for reference. It is also indicated in the Timpani part, and playable by that performer.

** The Rehearsal Piano part does not appear in the score due to space limitations.

Percussion Assignment Chart

It is essential that students receive training on all percussion instrume enghre a co hensive experience for each student and
to aid in equitable instrument assignment, use a percussion assi nt chart, s e one appearing below. Provide a copy for
each percussionist.
Group: Date:
PERCUSSION
ASSIGNMENT ~ o NS
CHART R & & d?'@ &\& S $ N
d K &‘Z% O e‘%& S 000 \ \‘oo Q&% &oo & %Q > @Q
Student Name > & & S ‘
& /S S /&) S s
From Teaching Band with Excellence (W74) © 2011 Kjos Music Press. Used with permission.
This chart is authorized for reproduction to distribute to percussionists in the performing ensemble.
Dates to Remember:
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Full Conductor Score

Wind*

1
Flutes 2

Oboe

Bb Clarinets

E» Alto
Clarinet

Bb Bass
Clarinet

Bassoon

Eb Alto
Saxophones

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

Bb Trumpets

F Horn

Trombones

Baritone

Tuba

Mallets:
Chimes
Xylophone
Bells

Bar Chimes
Suspended Cymbal
Gong

Crash Cymbals

Triangle
Tambourine

Snare Drum
Bass Drum

Timpani

*Wind: Download tracks from the Kjos Multimedia Library at https.//www.kjos.com.

Commissioned by the New Hampshire Band Directors Association for the 2015 Middle Level Honor Band.
Premiered March 20, 2015 under the direction of the composer.

Ascending the Crystal Hill

Approx. performance time—>5:00
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The Wind part includes the 1st Trumpet part for reference. It is also indicated in the timpani part, and playable by that performer.

© 2017 Kjos Music Press, 4382 Jutland Drive, San Diego, California, 92117. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in the
U. S. A. Warning! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the
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Wind 2 continues and
fades for 4 seconds.
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Kjos Music’s Guide to © Copyright

Composers rely on the income that their compositions generate, and it is the
job of the copyright holder to protect the work from infringement. Copyright
laws can be pretty tricky to navigate, so here are a few helpful tips to guide
you through the process.

Adjudicator Copies

During contest and festival season, the majority of the inquiries we receive
concern making photocopies of scores to meet specific requirements for the
judges at a festival.

If you're performing a concert selection out of one of our method books
(Tradition of Excellence, String Basics: Steps to Success, First Place for Jazz, among
others), permission may already be given to make the necessary photocopies
for judges at these festivals. Please refer to the notices printed in the teacher
score on the specific piece.

If a student is performing a solo from one of the method books listed above,
permission is already given. In addition, a photocopy may be given to the
accompanist.

Extra scores for our band and string repertoire (Begij
BandWorks, Conservatory Editions, StringTracks, and
Literature, among others) are available for purchase fro
dealer. If you're performing a work from a series that's not
contact us for permission.

g BandWorks,

Making an Audio or Video Recordi

royalty. The royalty rate is set
please visit www.copyright.gov.

The license to make a
License, is not compuls
holder before distributing
away for free.

, known as a Synchronization
be obtained from the copyright
ardless if they are being sold or given

We're ant licenses to make a marching band (or other)

arr: our concert works. However, permission is required
bef and there are a few works whose composers have
indi do not want their compositions to be aftered. Please

contact us to make sure the piece you're interested in is available for licensing.

If you're planning to play the original piece without any alterations or
additions, then a license isn't needed. However, for example, if you're rewriting
the brass parts for marching instruments (mellophones, bugles), or adding
marching percussion, or making cuts, adding repeats, or creating a medley with
another composition, a license is required.

What If I Want To ... ?

If youd like to use a composition in any other way, please contact us and we
would be glad to advise you.

Contest and festival season is a busy time for our Copyright Office. Please
contact us at least three weeks before your concert date so that we may
help you in time. Please visit www.kjos.com and click on the Licensing tab to
find out more information or to submit a license request.

We're so pleased that you've chosen to perform one of our pieces! We
appreciate your support and we want to make the licensing process as easy
as possible for you.
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