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The Composer

Dr. Chuk Cushinery made his living playing violin in the Midwest part of the U.S. until
becoming the orchestra director at Clark High School (Clark County School District, Las Vegas,
Nevada) in 1997. His program began with 39 string players and grew to an enrollment of
over 400. After 28 years of service, he retired from the Clark County School District in 2022.
While at Clark High School, the Clark Chamber Orchestra won the Grand National Orchestra
Championship at the ASTA Conference in Salt Lake City. The Clark Orchestra program was
selected to perform at the prestigious Midwest Clinic in December of 2016 and 2019. In
addition to his accomplishments as orchestra director at Clark High School, Chuk founded the
Clark guitar, piano, and electronic music programs. Currently, he is the director of the Nevada
School of the Arts Chamber Orchestra.

Chuk has served as president of the Nevada Chapter of the American String Teachers
Association twice, served as president of The Nevada Music Educators Association, has

chaired local and state honors groups, has been on the staff of the National High School Honors Orchestra and is a member of
numerous committees. He is a two-time top ten finalist for the Grammy Music Educator of the year award.

In 2017, Dr. Cushinery became an Education Clinician for the Conn-Selmer Corporatio
the country. Additionally, he has conducted honor groups and All-State orchestras ac
at the 2024 Midwest Clinic and presented a topic regarding neglected masterwor
dedicates his time working on myriad projects he never could complete as a full-ti om teacher — writing that method
book, composing, arranging, presenting clinics, conducting, and his most ambitious pro
experience and data to his website, chukcush.com.

d began presenting clinics around
the United States. He was a clinician

The Composition

A Tale of Three Tails is a five-movement suite that tells the
composer’s family. Each dog tells its own tale and each has
Movements I, IIl, and IV focus on the story of each dog, a

‘.@ hree homeless dogs who found their way into the
pysending! With narrator, Movement | introduces the story.
finalkmovement celebrates their new-found family.

Performance Suggestions

This work is designed to be performed as a compl
|2 minutes. Additional performance options are reco

ent suite with narration. Total performance time is just under
listed below.

Performance Options:
Option One [Narration Required]; ovement Il lll, or IV, and V. Family
Option Two [Narration Optio

Option Three [Narration Opti

ingle movement I, Ill, or IV

ny*combination you wish.

The narration introduces each mov d can be spoken by one person for the entire work or can be shared by more than
one person. The narration is great for students to perform, or it might be fun to invite a special guest.

Movements |, IV, and V include easy triangle and bell parts. The parts enhance the music in a special way; however, they are not
required. String students can certainly step up to perform those parts as desired.

Five images featured in this publication are also provided online in the Kjos Multimedia Library. These photographs (PDFs) are

available to download for use as projections during rehearsals and performances as desired. Go to kjos.com, click on the KML
icon, then click “STRINGS.”

Instrumentation List (Set C)
8 — I** Violin 5 — 3" Violin (Viola T.C) 5 — Cello 2 — Narrator | — Rehearsal Piano
8 — 27 Violin 5 — Viola 5 — String Bass 2 — Percussion | — Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available. To hear a recording of this piece or any other Kjos publication, go to www.kjos.com.

SO496F — ATale of Three Tails



Learning Bank: Glossary

Arco play with the bow.
Bow lift. Lift the bow and reset at the frog with a down bow.
Col legno play with the wood of the bow.

Divisi (div. two parts are written on one stafl. Part of the section plays the top note
P play P
and the bottom note is played by the others.

Fall the quick lowering of a pitch after the note is played. Similar to a glissando.

Fermata » sustain (hold) a note longer than its wri

Glissando (gliss.) sliding up or down from a pitch while m sound
Legato smooth and connected.
L.H. pizz. (+) pizzicato played with and, usually the 3rd or 4th finger.

Molto rit. Italian ter ow down very much. Rit. is the abbreviated form of

Pizzicato( pizz.) pla string with a finger of the right hand.

Unison (unis.) all players play the same part.

This Learning Bank: Glossary is also provided in each student part.
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A Tale of Three Tails

Full Conductor Score Chuk Cushinery
Total perf. time—11:30 (ASCAP)
L[]
I. Introduction
Slowly but not too slow (J = 80)
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*Narrator speaks as indicated. Hold fermata to allow narration to finish.

A. “A Tale of Three Tails” 1s a story about the creation of a family.

B. True, the main characters wear full time fur coats and have magnificent tails,

C. but their shared journey allows them to find the comfort and security that families bring.

D. Imagine how you would feel if you were thrust out of your home, into the world, alone, and frightened.
E. This 1s a musical tale of three tails that would eventually wag as one.

**A part for 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.) is included.

© 2025 Neil A. Kjos Music Company, 4382 Jutland Drive, San Diego, California, 921 17. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Printed in the U. S. A.
Warning! The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law.To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the copyright law.
Anyone who reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.
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II. Siempre Aqui

Full Conductor Score Chuk Cushinery
Approx. perf. time—2:15 (ASCAP)

Allegro (J = 11
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Siempre = syehm-preh. Aqui = ah-kee [“Always Near”]

© 2025 Neil A. Kjos Music Company, Publisher, All rights reserved.
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Full Conductor Score
Approx. perf. time—2:50
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Bix

III. Sneaky Mr.

Chuk Cushinery
(ASCAP)
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Mr. Bix became fast friends with Siempre.
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IV. Grinning Gus

Full Conductor Score
Approx. perf. time—2:22

Chuk Cushinery
(ASCAP)

a forever home and fate brought him to
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Agility jumping by all three pups

Teamwork at its Finest!

Totem Pole Pups
from an Algonquin word meaning kinship, group, and close connection)

(Totem

SO496F — ATale of Three Tails



29

V. Family

Full Conductor Score Chuk Cushinery
Approx. perf. time—2:22 (ASCAP)

Slowly but not too slow (J = 80)

I3 2 ) 3 ) 4 )
Narrator 2 - - % - - % - - % - - {
A. B C. D.
2 . ~
LA u ml m,, ;,-\ ~_ o) N —
1 i S g = ¥ 1 — 3 I = 3 d
BH—4 1 s : e 1 < 1
e ]‘, rp P —
Violins - - !
A u - C\A ~_ ~ ﬂ\/\
2 i E— g — 73 . - 7 3 P = 7 3 o
ot = = =
P pp PP |'|<
™ ~
S
. 0 e - H}/—\f;\A y . :" =
Viola :Hyc" - Z z }" - —¢ = - ¢ 1
P rp s
™
. n_an o
o 4 X — - — = o
Cello 7% S £ = ¢ !
4 | —
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OO I/ —
String Bass > i 3 = E = 1 £
IS 4 = ;
P _
) ) ) )
Triangle H 2 - ,’\ & - 3\ ~ = .)\ -~ - ()\ ~
mf*
8 o o O O
Bells tes—% 1 - 1 - 1 - 1
9 4 == s = =
P
Slowly but notoo slow (J =80) A ~
) & Q - ¢ J: ~
p” - 7] r
"fLﬂ ",l' = I - y 2 ~ - y ]
b4~ | = 8 £
Piano ¢ | F r |
(Rehearsal) r \—/W rp » L P -
4 ~ =
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' 4 e e

Narrator speaks as indicated. Ensemble holds for dialogue at fermati.

A. The family is now complete.

B. Each pup is allowed to be who they are.

C. They play, eat, and sometimes tussle,

D. but they have formed a bond that will never be broken.

E. Let’s listen as the pups revere their new-found family and then musically join in a celebration.

© 2025 Neil A. Kjos Music Company, Publisher, All rights reserved.
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