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Foreword

Do you remember receiving that long-awaited gift as a child? Or maybe it was as a teen or
even an adult! Perhaps it was a gift that you had longingly anticipated for Christmas or a
birthday, yet you were reticent to get your hopes too high because they had been dashed
before when it didn’t evolve as you had scripted it in your mind. But then it happened, in all
its glory: the electric train set; the bike; the pet; the trip; the car.... exceeding all of your
expectations! But how do you respond to the giver? A mere thank you seems inadequate for
the perfect gift. What kind of response is merited in those moments of indescribable joy?

The people of Israel must have felt something akin to these same feelings as they awaited
the Messiah. They understood that God had promised a Savior who would.come to redeem
them. They had their preconceived notions as to what that might look liké'and @ven when
and how it might happen. But such a plan was based on their thinking, not God’s design.
And then it happened! God sent a King: Emmanuel, God with us; the Word (Jesus) made
flesh.

This perfect gift was a baby born in the tiny and remote village of Bethlehem. This wasn’t
the usual path to a King’s throne. But this was God’s plan."And Hiswplan,is always tight!

So, how does one respond to heaven’s perfect gift? The prophet Micah asked: “With what
shall I come before the Lord....what does the Lord require of me?” Great questions! I have
sometimes wondered if Jesus would have answered that question similatly to the way He
responded when asked about the greatest commandmentiy“Zo lovesthe Lord your God with
all your heart, with all our soul, with all your mind, and with allVourstrength.”

How does one respond to the perfect gift of heaven? It seems to me that the appropriate
response is to live my life as an actiofiworship and devotion'in gratitude for God’s greatest
gift, Jesus. Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

— Lloyd Larson

Pexformance Suggestions

The overriding goal in“a Christmas,presentation such as The Gift is that it be more a
worship gxperieice than a concerts Fo-that end, here are a few considerations as you
prepare youndmusiciahs to presentthis work:

¢ There aretwo places,that are particularly suitable for participation by children in
this presentation. The first is Christ Is Born This Holy Night (page 32) and,
secondly, Worship God'’s Great Gift! (page 73). Here you will note the optional
mclusion of a'selo and/or unison children. If needed, you can support the children
with th@sopranos and altos. Repetition in these places will aid the learning process.

*  Ifwsmg a child soloist or children’s choir, one might consider having the
child/children carry a small, wrapped gift to the singing area (risers, steps, etc.)
and then placing it in a central and visible location as they move into position to
§ing on page 32. Then as they return to sing on page 73, they could retrieve that
gift, holding it while they sing on the last number. They could then potentially
raise that gift on page 81, measure 76 symbolically offering a gift to God in
response to the great Christmas gift, Jesus, while singing: Lord, receive our
grateful offering, gifts of heart and mind, and soul and strength.... This is just
one possible suggestion. Allow your creativity to shape your plans!

*  The musical concludes with familiar words from timeless carols (page 75,
measure 32) allowing the congregation to respond in corporate fashion to the
compelling and timeless message of the Christmas story.



Prepare, Prepare the Way of the Lord!

Words by LLOYD LARSON

based on Isaiah 40:3 and Psalm 30:5,

and Latin Hymn, 12th c.;

tr. JOHN M. NEALE, /851

Slowly, freely (J = ca. 80)

Arranged by LLOYD LARSON

Tunes: VENI EMMANUEL,

Plainsong, adapt. THOMAS HELMORE, /854,

1 SAW THREE SHIPS,

Traditional English Carol
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God’s chosen people — languished in bondage and darkness yearning foranew day whén their
Creator would send a Messiah to deliver them from theif' misety.
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Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
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Narrator 2: A new day was about to dawn! Yes, weeping might endure through the night,
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Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator2:

13

The long night of anguish and hopelessness continued as Israel awaited
the promised Messiah — heaven’s perfect gift to the world.

The perfect gift! How does one patiently await or prepare for the arrival
of such a gift?

All of us — children and adults alike — can recallfthat moment whenawe
received the perfect gift; that long-anticipated,or unexpeeted gift which
exceeded our fullest expectations!

It was that hope to which the childrensof Israel were clinging,as they
awaited their promised King.

Faithful prophets continued their boldsproclamations of the Lord,
offering words of encouragement and hope a8 God‘directed them.

Those walking in darkness haveseen algreat light. Those dwelling
in a land of deeprdarkiness) on themthas alight shone!

For to us,a Child'is born, to us.a\Son’is given, and the government
shall be upon Hisyshioulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty GodgEyverlasting Father, (music begins)

Prince of Peace.

And yet, they waited. ‘Even with words of hope and promise, Israel’s

long sight centinued as the people yearned for the dawning of a new
day; the afrival,of heaven’s gift; the coming of a divine Messiah.
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Words by

CHARLES WESLEY, 1744, adapt.

Solemnly, freely (J = ca. 80)

Come, Divine Messiah, Come

Arranged by LLOYD LARSON

Tune: PICARDY

Traditional French Melody
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Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

21

The prophet Isaiah foretold of a time when a virgin would conceive
and give birth to a Son. This Child would be called Emmanuel, which
means “God with us.”

In due time, there was a young maiden named Mary whe, was pledged
to be married to a man named Joseph. But before they came together,
she was found to be with child, conceived through the Holy Spirit, just
as Isaiah had foretold.

An angel was sent to Mary and one to Jogéph,confirming thatithis'was
indeed God’s plan. They were to be the earthly parents of the/long-awaited
Messiah, the promised King of Israél. He was to be heaven’s gift to the
world. They were to name Him Jesus.

In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree.that a census was to be
taken of the entire Roman world. Everyone Was to return to their ancestral
town to be registered.

So, Joseph went to Bethlehem in Juded, the city of David, because he
belonged tohe heuse and line of King David. He went there with Mary,
to whomdhe was pledged in martiage and who was expecting a child.

While they wereyin Bethlehem, the time came for her to give birth. Mary
took her firstborn sofi and=wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a
manger because there:had been no room for them in the inn.

(imusic begins)
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# Royal David’s City

Words by Arranged by LLOYD LARSON
CECIL F. ALEXANDER, /848, Tunes: IRBY
and PHILLIPS BROOKS, /868 by HENRY J. GAUNTLETT, /849,

and ST. LoUIs

by LEWIS H. REDNER, /868
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Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

31

On a joyous and holy night, the promised Messiah had been born in an
unlikely place, in an unlikely way.

It was the prophet Micah who, hundreds of years earlier, had foretold
that this divine King of Israel would be born in the ti mote
village of Bethlehem.

Historic prophecies and divine plans were no

] Q/ing among us.

d Only, who came from
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- Christ Is Born This Holy Night

Words by LLOYD LARSON Music by LLOYD LARSON
and Traditional Polish Carol; Quoting W ZLOBIE LEZY
tr. EDITH M. G. REED, 192/ Traditional Polish Melody
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g T e ” e s e

) E
[
(

o
BT
RN
M
%
s
el
NI
e |
Nea |
~le
Il
~e

4

i — e ——
G | =S8 = R —
e 'K}.yi.ﬂ- '; d.NJ gjj I
T T r QF ]

7 Solo (or opt. Children and/or SA aihis.) P
9 7 - T H T r—
= = ! e lr ]
\!)\/ I Ii - -J ]
Child  of hope, Child of
n I I ! I
A :
(o — : LB E e
S e ¢ z - .- -
. - f r
dim P
: 5 g ] P —h
_%P—; o - — & =
i .
| | | f f r
10
9 ] I 1 1 I I I 1 1 ‘q:‘
o i | ’ — 1
peace, heav-en’s gift, love’s pur -  est light! Child  of
@9 = EESsemme 4 i 2
. N ‘ =
o e . _ﬂ v T |= r:
— o N D . ﬁ J P
5 o e o
|

© Copyright 2022 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC.
P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, TN 37024.
All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA.

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI or OneLicense.net| 1\G1169




33

Pam
e = ﬁ’
h!
e 2 3
| R ]
N =
L £ i
.m 9
. \
\ |
A7
- -m I. K
C -
b -P...
—
-
o
o Q oo
TN m° TR
T S e
I -
)
=
uk Y= e 3
O
e
]
ol B x 3
T
M.\ | m
S NCh [
N 7

SA (+opt Children on mel.)

E : '@
Mu = L
|
>
i S W --7 -
<
SN Y “—3
B )
o
ZLL L |-' m -"- oo N
LU 2 DENN =
LN,
L = L aA i ™
e® = e o LR
C L
<
—
“4Hy
PUS oo
TR W W--- —L W FN
‘jqo b e )
L < .| .
W e = m..fkl I
O
2| Il
=
a K8 TTeT 1y
el
= bl |
L “n
| =
L B [ q
m: =ik 3
.\ . | M.\
DNEr @nl NEre ﬂ,
=) (
N~

19

gww S M ] 4:
L = | . '
e m e o« | |e_
—N
“ty
U .wlv.n Wuu b A
s s sl N
[ ﬁ. W
o = oL o |
TR = el R
) I&
o o 3~ﬂ
[ . i TeTTe
. v e v
[INZL 5 WRL 7] T
T 7 olell e T
“3
1 W wl | o el
M '
NG | g
b ! —————

IMG1169



end Children

p

Christ is born this ho - ly_— night.

grace,

=

£,
3%
()

1\

—— Y
N o

N

—

g

o,

.

0
7

-

Proph - ets had fore-told His

Ajjﬁ

o

[ %]
/i

C —

<7Im

st

30

A hum-ble

mel.

lords!

King of kings and Lord  of

- ing»

com

IMG1169



35

33

e vm
|||‘ ma | p—
| | um | |
[N << 5
g on 3 g $
LRl E 8 1 S
L N ull
=]
| £ L
o o
T
<
I / M
L] m p—
= CN LB
H At
v
2
M e L] el 3
T = N
™ s s M
Y A
=]
—
11 ()
o0
=}
| | = il
g i
. [N m
N AN NG
\
Nt~

a tempo

36

mel.
—

mf poco rit.
f
1

=)

2

S

nm

3

]

O

=

@)

o

2

g
I

&
by

=

S ¢

(i

i) |
II.‘ kHI.
™
i) o || e —
N
e
1]
i) i
|’ -
III1 klu‘
L o)
™ s
i) m N R
Nﬂ Il
e
LIl
=)
S
9
el p.mJ R RN .
.rw; .
[
ﬂd
N, |
AV e _.9|

)
TTe S e
\J
TTeN m CCEE %
G
5 el
¥
=
MY 5 "4 I
)
W
ToN ,m e | L)
ﬂ _ ‘
>
i, G X Y
<=
Ol 0} I
¥
T
)
TR 5 (o
n
B e o
@\ ﬁl

IMG1169



41

= T =
L L . I .

e =5 — o
high! Em - man - u - el now comes to

b
i
i

| & an WL - I i I i - I o [ 1 I -
ANV 4 b — 1 — 1 — 1 J — ] J b — 1 b
» i % A - » v @ 4 @ i
— | | R — R
75 = » ﬁ . < s
43
A | mp
i —| % i ——— I I I I
£a= FERIRE S e |
v
dwell. Christ is  bomiithis ho“ = “ly night
mp
S
S
B B z = :
b T L | o 1 . 1
S L b 1 b i' 1 ﬁ_vl
I/\ d| | _] P
1 1
Q) ;: & &
Y] A | | (] h o Y
— —e i —eo— L‘/—‘ﬂ )
== 2 . . . . .
46 A + opt.‘Children on mel. to end
— , pm—
25— ] . — il il I‘E'I — I ' —
e o s
In-fant ho - ly, in-fant low - ly, for His
=) 3‘ r— ! = ! = !
- = 1 1 ]
N~
4o = . . . = —
A3V, ] \r | = = }
— S —
é g2 $ 8 |E -
_‘)—: L‘ I I I _qla I I
L 1 1 ] 1 1 |

IMG1169



37

lit - tle

- ing,

low

oX - €n

stall;

cat - tle

.

bed

49

IMG1169

=

Swift are
tid - ings

ing,

all.

ring

Lord of
1
no -els

is

===

ing,

Babe
sing

S

7

=i

—

an - gels

-]
-
T

Christ the

ing,
cresc."poce a poco

.
N d

cresc. poco a poco.
cresc. poco a poco

2
=4

know - ing

4
wing

55




IMG1169

Lord of

is
| A

. ‘ﬂ/"

O

=X

[ 2

(X0

night.

all

Slowly, freely,
Slowly, freely

Babe
[

ly
J

of

Christ the

Lord
ho

I

this

N

D

rit.

molto rit.
molto rit.

born

i e——

Babe
I "i' J

Christ the
Christ is

e
Ll

- ing:

———— (p

bring

all,

18

ANIV4
61
64




Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:
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On the night that Jesus was born, there were shepherds out in the field
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Words by LLOYD LARSON
and Traditional French Carol

Joyously (J = ca. 63)

Glory to God in the Highest Heaven!

Music by LLOYD LARSON
Quoting GLORIA,
Traditional French Melody
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “We should go and see this wonderful thing that

has happened which the Lord has told us about.”

They hurried off to Bethlehem. There they found Mary, Jo
the newborn Baby, who was lying in a manger.

truly amazed at what the shepherds said.

After they had seen Him, they left the stable and'began to spread t @
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Come and Worship the King

Words by JOSEPH S. COOK, 1919, alt., Music by LLOYD LARSON
LLOYD LARSON, and attr. to JOHN F. WADE, 1751; Quotlng ADESTE FIDELES
tr. FREDERICK OAKELEY, 1841 from JOHN F. WADE’S Cantus Diversi, 1751

Gently (J = ca. 84)
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Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem in search of this young Child. They arranged for a visit
with King Herod in Jerusalem asking, “Where is this One who has

been born king of the Jews? We have seen His star in the east and have
come to worship Him.”

After consulting with the chief priests and teachers of the la ing
Herod directed the Magi to go to Bethlehem w the prophet ha

long ago foretold as the location for this O h ght.

The King said to them, “Go and make ch for.t !Eild.

As soon as you find Him, report ba tha toG me
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The Gifts We Bring

Words by WILLIAM C. DIX, 1861, alt.,
LLOYD LARSON, and CHRISTINA ROSSETTI, /872

Stately (J = ca. 80)
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Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son.

How does one respond when receiving the gift of a lifetime...the perfect
gift...heaven’s gift?

The prophet asked: “With what shall I come before the Lord? What does

the Lord require of me?” The perfect gift deserves ar

Maybe the proper response is found in the answer Jesus gave later in%
life to the teachers of the law when asked, ° he mast impo@

of all the commandments?” v

6@7 [ your
A few days after His birth, Mary a o Jerusalem to
dedicate Him to the Lord. While there, Sim

e d/Anna, elderly saints
of God, gave witness aby was inthhe One who had been
promised through the

His answer? “Love the Lord Your God wi
soul, with all your mind, and with

In response, théy gave (music begins) worshiped this
newborn C , the fulfillment of the ancient

Prophecx
to the

s: the Word made flesh. Messiah: heaven’s
me, let us adore Him.
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Traditional Carols

Arranged with New Music
Tenderly, freely (J = ca. 66) by LLOYD LARSON
*“Christ Is Born This Holy Night”
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*Words and Music by LLOYD LARSON
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With strength (¢ = ca. 80)
*“The Gifts We Bring”
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