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PREFACE

Beginning with the first Sunday in December each year, it is common to find
Christian churches everywhere presenting special Christmas programs. We have
come to call these Christmas cantatas or Christmas musicals.

Historically, this practice is centuries old, with the first recorded presentation being
that of St. Francis of Assisi performing the Midnight Mass in the small Italian village
of Greccio on Christmas Eve in the year 1223. St. Francis ptesented this Midnight
Mass in front of a live nativity scene or creche as they.are often called.

In succeeding years the term Nativity Play was generally applied, to such
observances and music played an important role.

Such was the case in a Nativity Play from the 1500’s'when thé German carol, While
by the Sheep We Watched, was first performed. The composer/lyricist’s name has
long been unknown so it is now attributed t6 one of my favorites, the prolific and
versatile composer known as Anonymous.

This carol first appeared in ptint in 1895 in oc¢tave form arranged by the German
conductor, composer, and arfanger, Hugo Jiingst. “It has also been called the “echo

carol.”

Since that time the carol we-now know as How Great Our Joy has become a staple in
music of the Advent/Christmas season.“The theme is joy.

Joy and happiness are not the'same for believers. We can have eternal joy in Christ,
while happiness can be a temporal concept.

As we experience (thisymusical, let us join in celebrating that same joy that was
celebrated by St. Francis of Assisi centuries ago, and continues now and for years to

come, based on the gift of Heaven’s Love.

Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
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HOW GREAT OUR JOY

Arranged by
STAN PETHEL
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* Tune: JUNGST, traditional German melody
Words: traditional German carol
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Words: James Montgomery, 1771-1854
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Narrator:

And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. (Luke 2:8)

I’'m sure you have heard that verse before. My name 18 Asher. |
was just a 12 year old boy at the time, but I was ene of those
shepherds. I can tell you that account is true, Fromithat time on; |
was aware of the birth of Jesus, and the many 1mportant events of
his life.

Though I was aware of the prophecy of the comingiof the Christ
Child, it was when I was a much oldér'man that the Apostle Paul
wrote to the Galatians confitming the Old Testament, (music
begins) “When the fullness of time had comeyGod sent forth His
Son,born of a woman:* (Galatians 4:4)
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IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME
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Narrator:

You have also heard this passage from the scripture: “And the angel
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them, and they were sore afraid.” (Luke 2:9)

I can tell you that we were “‘sore afraid.” In fact we
The brightness of the “glory of the Lord” was i
Jesus’ ministry when He was grown was amazi

As He told those around Him, when He hea
Light of the world.” (John 9:5)
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BRINGER OF LIGHT

Arranged by
STAN PETHEL
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* Tune: GREENSLEVES, traditioanl English melody
Words: William C. Dix, 1827-1898
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Words: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876

* Tune: CAROL, Richard Storrs Willis, 1819-1900
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Narrator:

The,angel told us, “This shall be a sign unto you: You shall find the
child wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12b)
Then the sky exploded with more angels than we could count; their
message: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
to all.”

It was quite a shock! When all the angels were gone I think it was
my friend Baruch who said, “We need to go see this for ourselves.”
So the whole group of us went to Bethlehem and sure enough there
it was, just as the angel had said. (music begins) We saw Mary
quietly watching over the newborn Baby.
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HEAVEN’S LOVE

Words and Music by
STAN PETHEL
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Narrator:

It was the talk of the town of Bethlehém for quite some time. Joseph,
Mary, and the Christ/Child, (they named Him Jesus) settled in
Bethlehem. They found a nice house'to live in. It was quite a
surprise to everyone when thé wise men, as they came to be known,
arrived. “Wewere all dulyiimpressed by their grand appearance.

Bearing gifts they came, found the Child, fell down, and worshiped
Him. Tt'seems that in the Eastern land of their origin, they had seen
the great star that’has shone over Bethlehem (music begins) since the
birth andi.follewed it to find the the Christ Child, the Gift of Heaven.
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Narrator:

Many years later, the Apostle’Paul wrote to the Roman Church ...the
gift of Goduis eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans
6:23)¢P'm, reminded of that truth each time I think about that night
on that'hillside.

That gift arrived at.the little town of Bethlehem, and I was there to
see 1t, first hand.

I’ve never been the same since that day the angel came and
announced this marvelous event, on that hillside long ago. I join
with all believers (music begins) in celebrating the Bringer of light
and the Giver of life.
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Arranged by
STAN PETHEL
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* Tune: JUNGST, traditional German melody
Words: traditional German carol
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Narrator:

I was 12 years older than Jesus. I was there when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, and I followed his life and ministry closely. I became a
believer as I realized that Jesus was Emmanuel, God with us. 0

I join with you and all believers (music begi brate theo
birth of the Christ Child and share the joy He b .
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SHARE THE JOY - BENEDICTION

Words and Music by
STAN PETHEL
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Dr. Stan Pethel is Professor Music Emeritus at Berry College
near Rome, Georgia. He served on the music faculty there from
1973 until his retirement .in 2016 serving as a Fine Arts
department chair from 1994 to 2013, Hesholds Bachelor of
Music and Master of Fine Arts degrees from the University of
Georgia and a Doctorate of Musieal Arts degree from the
University of Kentucky. Dr. Pethel'taught music theory, music
education, composition and, arranging, world music, and low
brass lessons.

He is a widely{published composer and arranger with over
1,400works in print from twenty eight different publishers. His
writing includes works for choir, piano, organ/piano duet,
symphonie band, jazz ensemble, orchestra, handbells, solo
instriment_and piano, and various chamber music ensembles.
He'is a regular recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award.

He,is married to Jo Ann Pethel, a pianist and music educator.
They have three children and six grandchildren
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