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4 I. A Bright Shining Hope
A BRIGHT SHINING HOPE

Music by

JAY ROUSE

Incorporating tunes
SUSSEX CAROL

and Traditional English Carol
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* Tune: Traditional English melody
additional words, Tom Fettke
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16 II. City of Hope

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

Words by Music by
PHILLIPS BROOKS (1835-1893) TOM FETTKE
Incorporating

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
by LEWIS H. REDNER (1831-1908)
Narrator 1:
“But you Bethlehem, out of you will come for Me One who will be ruler over Israel. He will stand
and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord, His God.
And they will live securely, for then His greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And He will be
their peace.” (Micah 5:2)

Underscore 1
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II1. Night of Hope
(Mary Narrative)

Narrator 2:
“Let it be to me as you have said.”

Narrator 1:
These were the words Mary spoke to the angel. Now she wondered, could she really have said them?
It all seemed so improbable.

Narrator 2:

(music begins) Even Jewish girls know the prophesies and long for the coming Messiah. But this is
something different. Those prophesies seemed distant like the games she used to play when she
dreamed of growing up and becoming a mother. This was not distant nor was(it a game.

Narrator 1:
The angel’s message was clear, Mary would give birth to the Messiah—the anointed one!

Narrator 2:

But how? Mary didn’t feel special. She felt ordinary—and small. And what about Joseph? Would he
know the truth? She had so many questions and fears!¢ Butin'spite everything, there:was something
stirring inside her. Joy! Mary felt joy that she’d been chosen—that the angel had said that she was
favored.

Narrator 1:
It had taken just one moment for everything in Mary’s world to change. But she took comfort. Hadn’t
the angel said that Elizabeth, her own cousin would bear a son?

Narrator 2:
Oh blessed news! Elizabeth is no lohger barren! Another.miracle!

Narrator 1:

She knew that this news was\a gift.from Yahweh to sustain her, a confirmation to ease her heart. But
how would God accomplish all this?’Mary felt.incapable to be the mother of the Messiah. But she
also knew that what is9mpossible for man is possible with God. It was her firm foundation.

Narrator 2:
And suddenlyyMary was so overwhelmed. with joy and hope that she began to sing—and what flowed
from her yielded heart was a psalm of praise and adoration.

Underscore 2

Tune: HOLY IS THE LORD
by FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797-1828)
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Words by

TOM FETTKE
based on Luke 1:46-50

MARY’S CANTICLE

Music by
TOM FETTKE
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Narrator 1:
Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall;

Narrator 2:
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ, the Babe is Lord of all.

Narrator 1:
Swift are winging and angels singing,

Narrator 2:
Noels ringing and tidings bringing:

Narrator 1:
Christ the Babe, is Lord of all!

Narrators 1 & 2:
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.

(Words: A Polish Carol; paraphrase by Edith E. M. Reed)
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Narrator 1:

(Shepherd Narrative)

35

Every shepherd, young and old knew the heavens. Endless hours spent under the night sky sharpened
their senses. With the moon and stars as their only witnesses they recounted (music begins) stories of
predators, engaged in heated political debates—and they dreamed.

Narrator 2:

On one such night, a shepherd stopped mid-sentence and pointing at the sky, cried out, “Fire!” It was

falling from the sky! They cowered in fear.

Narrator 1:

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the/town
of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.”

Narrator 2:

With one accord, they rose from the ground, hearts beating wildly!

Narrator 1:

“This will be a sign to you: You will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling clothes‘and lying in a

manger.”

Narrator 2:

Oh, they’d been waiting for Messiah their entire lives! And now, it seemed He was here!

Narrator 1:

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on‘whom His favor rests.”

Narrator 2:

God’s favor rests on us? Could.they have heard correctly.? We must go to Bethlehem! We must see

this Child!

Narrator 1:

So they hurried off and found Mary and Josephy.and the Baby, who was lying in the manger. When
they had seen himg they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this Child, and all

who heard it were amazed!

Underscore 4

“Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow”
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BETHLEHEM NOELS

Music and Arrangement by

TOM FETTKE
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I'V. Child of Hope

(Joseph Narrative)

Narrator 1:
“Joseph, son of David.”

Narrator 2:
What was he to make of such a greeting? Son of David!

Narrator 1:

Yes, he was indeed of the lineage of King David. Joseph had always been proud of this. Did he not go
to Mary’s father and use this very reasoning when he asked for her in marriage? Did he not unroll the
very scrolls of his family line to prove that he was worthy? He had always lived by the laws of Torah,
kept the Sabbath and attended synagogue. He observed every Holy day, had he not?!

Narrator 2:
Yes—and though he was a man of little means he strived always to live. humbly and honorably:And
now this upheaval—his Mary was with Child! He replayed the angel’s words in his mind again,

Narrator 1:
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as_your wife.”

Narrator 2:
He felt dizzy at the implications.

Narrator 1:

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.” “For unto us a (music begins) Child has been
born.” These were the very words of the prophet! Christ, the Messiah would be born a descendant of
David.

Narrator 2:
This was mystery to Joseph;the had beén chosen too—to care for Mary and this promised Child.

Narrator 1:
Now his heart was set. He would accept Jesus as his son—his very own son. He would love and raise
him—and he would be‘a descendant of David too, a Child of Hope for all the people.

Underscore 5 Tune: O SANCTISSIMA

Traditional Sicilian Melody
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THE VIRGIN MARY 7

Words: West Indian Carol Traditional West Indian Melody
and TOM FETTKE Arranged by
JAY ROUSE
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V. A Celebration of Hope

Narrator 1:
At last, to the darkest of places the Light has come! God shows us His love by using what is common
to open our eyes!

Narrator 2:
No one expected God’s Son to be born in a manger! And yet, that is exactly what happened. He chose
to come to us in the humblest of circumstances and to give us this unimaginable gift—God as human!

Narrator 1:
The King of all kings and the Lord of all Lords is asleep on hay! Though He was rich, yet for our sakes
He became poor!

Narrator 2:

The darkness was overwhelming—but He heard our (music begins) cry and saw our tears. In one
incredible moment, He came to us and we saw the face of God—in a:Baby. He was Jésus and He is the
Light of the world shining from a stable!

Narrator 1:

Just as the angels and stars lit the way for shepherds|to worship, now we too mustrun to Him and
worship! We fall on our knees before the One who came in flesh to cry eurtears, to understand our
pain, and to know our every sorrow.

Narrator 2:
Now, shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you earth! This is the time:to celebrate His coming—for we
have seen His glory—the glory of the oné:and only Son, who.ecame from the Father, full of grace and
full of truth!

Undetscore 6 Tune: IN DULCI JUBILO
Traditional German Melody
Arranged by
39 TOM FETTKE
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PRAISE TO THE HOLY CHILD

Tune: BRING A TORCH
Traditional French Melody

Words by

CHRISTOPHER WORDSWORTH (1807-1885)
and GODFREY THRING (1823-1903)

Arranged by
Additional words by TOM FETTKE TOM FETTKE
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VI. A Thrill of Hope

Narrator 1:
Oh, the unfathomable mystery of a love so deep, so high and so wide that it cannot be comprehended!

Narrator 2:
Do you see how God reveals Himself to ordinary people? (music begins) This Baby who is the
incarnate Christ brings to us a new dawn of hope!

Narrator 1:
He is Emmanuel, God with us! He is every promise fulfilled—every prophecy accomplished!
God’s plan for humanity is completed in Jesus, the Christ Child born in Bethlehem.

Narrator 2:

From the very beginning, God’s redemption plan was revealed«God loves us and He.would accomplish
for us what we could not. He would bring us back to Himself by sending His own Son to redeem us.
Jesus was born to be the bridge between God and humankind!

Narrator 1:
Now we know that there is no place His love will not reach! There iS‘no.€ircumstance His love cannot
change, no despair His love cannot turn to hope!

Narrator 2:

Rejoice, weary world! Your heart can.know the thrill of hope forthe power of His great love has
changed everything!
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Underscore 7

Tune: STILLE NACHT
by FRANZ GRUBER (1787-1863)

Arranged by
T TOM FETTKE
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O HOLY NIGHT

Words by Music by
JOHN S. DWIGHT (1813-1893) ADOLPHE ADAM (1803-1856)
Arranged by
JAY ROUSE
\ 45
93 With a sense of awe and wonder (J. = ca. 64)
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Tom Fettke is a composer, arranger and producer of
music and recordings for the church and school. His
published works and recordings number in the
hundreds. His classic choral work The Majesty and
Glory of Your Name is sung by thousands of church
and school choirs throughout the world. For over 50
years, the development of relevant, practical and
dynamic choral music has been his passion and his
profession.

Tom holds degrees from Oakland City College and California State University at
Hayward. He holds a California Lifetime Music Credential in Secondary, Music.
For a number of years he taught vocal music in California’s public sehool systems.
He was a church choir director and ministet of music in churches large and small
for over 30 years. He was also Director, of Choral Activitieshyand Supervisor of
Music for the Redwood Christian School System in CastresValley, California.

Tom was the creator and Senior Editor of The Hymmal for Worship and
Celebration. Since its release in 1986, over three millioficopies have been placed in
the pews of today’s church. He was also the Senior Editor of The Celebration
Hymnal, which has been /eralded as one «0f the most innovative “tools” for
ministry in the history ofsthe ¢hurch.

Jay Rouse is one of the premier choral arrangers in
Christian music. He has over three hundred and fifty
compositions and arrangements published, including
over thirty major sacred choral works, fifty best
selling a cappella arrangements, a highly recognized
hymn series for choir or piano and solo instrument
entitled Piano Plus, and a number of best selling solo
piano books and recordings. Mr. Rouse is a Dove
Award winning producer and has logged many hours
on the road traveling in the music ministry. He spent
over ten years as musical director and accompanist
for Sandi Patty. In addition to his work as a keyboard
artist, composer, and arranger he has been the
primary producer and conductor for all of the choral
and instrumental publications from PraiseGathering
Music Group and Gaither Music Company over the last two decades. Jay Rouse
continues to make a major impact on music for the church musician across the
nation. Along with his wife Amy and two children, Londyn and Thatcher, Jay
resides in Anderson, Indiana.
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