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I h e ar d t h e b ells o n C hrist m as D a y
T h eir ol d, f a mili ar c ar ols pl a y,
    a n d wil d a n d s w e et
    T h e w or ds r e p e at
Of p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n!

A n d t h o u g ht h o w, as t h e d a y h a d c o m e,
T h e b elfri es of all C hrist e n d o m
    H a d r oll e d al o n g
    T h e u n br o k e n s o n g
Of p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n!

Till ri n gi n g, si n gi n g o n its w a y,
T h e w orl d r e v ol v e d fr o m ni g ht t o d a y,
    A v oi c e, a c hi m e,
    A c h a nt s u bli m e
Of p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n!

T h e n fr o m e a c h bl a c k, a c c urs e d m o ut h
T h e c a n n o n t h u n d er e d i n t h e S o ut h,
    A n d wit h t h e s o u n d
    T h e c ar ols dr o w n e d
Of p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n!

It w as as if a n e art h q u a k e r e nt
T h e h e art h-st o n es of a c o nti n e nt,
    A n d m a d e f orl or n
    T h e h o us e h ol ds b or n
Of p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n!

A n d i n d es p air I b o w e d m y h e a d;
“ T h er e is n o p e a c e o n e art h, ” I s ai d;
    “ F or h at e is str o n g,
    A n d m o c ks t h e s o n g
Of p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n! ”

T h e n p e al e d t h e b ells m or e l o u d a n d d e e p:
“ G o d is n ot d e a d, n or d ot h H e sl e e p;
    T h e Wr o n g s h all f ail,
    T h e Ri g ht pr e v ail,
Wit h p e a c e o n e art h, g o o d- will t o m e n. ”

       — H e nr y Wa ds w ort h L o n gf ell o w
           D e c e m b er 2 5, 1 8 6 3

T h e s o n g “I H e ar d t h e B ells o n C hrist m as D a y ” is b as e d o n t h e a b o v e p o e m fr o m H e nr y Wa ds w ort h L o n gf ell o w. 
T h e p o e m its elf w as writt e n o n C hrist m as D a y, 1 8 6 3, i n t h e mi ds t of t h e A m eri c a n Ci vil War, a n d l ess t h a n a
m o nt h aft er L o n gf ell o w’s s o n ( w h o e nlist e d wit h o ut his f at h er’s  k n o wl e d g e or bl essi n g) w as s eri o usl y i nj ur e d i n
b attl e. W hil e t h e m ost w ell- k n o w n v ers es ar e t h e first t hr e e a n d t h e l ast t w o, I b as e d t his arr a n g e m e nt o n all 
s e v e n v ers es of t h e p o e m, wit h a di s c or d a nt mi d dl e s e cti o n m e a n t t o p ortr a y t h e “ c a n n o n t h u n d er[i n g] i n t h e 
S o ut h ” a n d t h e h e art a c h e of w ar  t h at w o ul d l e a d t h e a ut h or t o pr o cl ai m, “ T h er e is n o p e a c e o n e art h. ”

R e ali zi n g t h at n ot e v er y e ns e m bl e will wis h t o p ortr a y t his s e n ti m e nt d uri n g t h e C hrist mas s e as o n, I h a v e als o 
i n cl u d e d t h e o pti o n t o c ut fr o m t h e e n d of m e as ur e 4 4 o v er t o me as ur e 5 9, b ot h all o wi n g f or a s h ort er v ersi o n 
of t h e pi e c e, as w ell as o mi tti n g t h e m or e diss o n a nt v ers e.  

J as o n W. Kr u g 
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* D 4 i n m e as ur e 1 4 f or 3- o ct a v e e ns e m bl es o nl y.
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* M all et e d n ot es i n m e as ur es 3 6 – 4 5 s h o ul d b e d a m p e d, b ut n ot stri ctl y i n r h yt h m, all o wi n g f or s o m e o v erl a p 
  b et w e e n n ot es.
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*If a s h ort er v ersi o n is d esir e d, c ut fr o m t h e e n d of m e as ur e 4 4 t o t h e si g n at m e as ur e  5 9; if f ull v ersi o n is 
  d esir e d, o mit m e as ur e 4 4 a n d pr o c e e d fr o m m e as ur e 4 3 t o 4 5.
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 6 c hi m e o n b e at 1 of m e as ur e 5 4 f or 3- o ct a v e e ns e m bl es o nl y.
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