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About&Václav&
As#far#as#I#know,#there#is#no#Václav.#But#if#

there#were,#he#would#have#had#this#dream#

many#times#over.##

In#it#Václav#fantasizes#that#he#becomes#the#

life#of#the#party#at#a#local#dance.#This#is#no#

small#achievement#as#he# is#one#shy#dude.#

Anyhow,# while# the# band# plays# on# and#

everyone# else# dances# up# a# storm# Václav#

privately#builds#up#the#nerve#to#get#on#his#

feet .# He# begins# rather# hesitantly,#

eventually#gaining#his#footing#and#his#selfB

conCidence.#Before# long#he’s#the#center#of#

attention# on# the# dance# Cloor,# puts# on# an#

u n f o r g e t t a b l e# s h ow,# a n d# e n d s#

triumphantly.#

Václav,# incidentally,# is# from# that# part# of#

Eastern#Europe#where#the#folk#music#uses#

exotic# melodic# modes,# unusual# meters,#

and# a# lot# of# fanciful# ornamentation.# And#

the#instrumentalists#express#melody#with#

voiceBlike#gestures.#

Lastly,# Václav# is# dedicated# to# my# dear#

friend# Alex# Meixner,# an# extraordinary#

musician# and# man# who# has# taught# me#

much#about#Eastern#European#music.#

I#hope#Václav#brings#much#joy#to#you#and#

your# audiences,# and# that# you# Cind# it# a#

rewarding#piece#to#sink#your#teeth#into.#

 ~ Ri k 

Performance&Notes&and&Suggestions#

1. Though#this#music#is#more#Gypsy#than#

Jewish,#you#might#consider#a#Klezmer,

like# approach# to# the# phrasing# and#

gestures.#

2. Try# to# make# your# performance# Cluid#

and#voiceBlike.# If# you’re#not# sure#how#

to# do# this,# try# singing# a# phrase# in# a#

loose,# expressive# fashion.# Then# try# to#

emulate# this# vocal# phrasing# on# your#

saxophone.#

3. Look#up# the# great# TurkishBBulgarianB

Romani#saxophonist#Yuri&Yunakov.#

4. Watch#the#video#of#Hirsch#performing#

Václav/ (online)# if# you’d# care# to# hear#

how#he#approaches#this#piece.#

5. As# far# as# one# can# tell,# Václav# sounds#

good# performed# on# any# of# the#

saxophones.#

About&the&Composer#

Rick#Hirsch#(b.#1970)#is#an#awardBwinning#

composer,# arranger,# educator,# and#

saxophonist# based# in# State# College,#

Pennsylvania.# He# specializes# in# writing#

music# for# saxophones.# And# he# welcomes#

you#to#contact#him#directly#with#feedback#

or#questions.  

HirschMusic Publications 
% %

phone:*(814)*867C9935***.***email:**rick@HirschMusic.com***.***web:**www.HirschMusic.com
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*  m.9:  This gesture is a downward pitch bend, like a musical sigh. It is not a "fall-off" or "drop" like you would find in jazz music.
            It is produced with some combination of dropping your jaw and lowering your voicing (in your throat).

to)Alex)Meixner
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