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About the Work

The single most important reason why our planet bubbles with life is water. All plants and animals need 
water to survive and reproduce. Water plays a key role in Earth’s eco-system where all living things 
interact and collaborate in order to maintain a delicate balance from which everyone benefits. 

Water unites us – plants, animals, and human beings. We become one great organism connected by the 
ocean waves, the clouds in the sky, the arctic ice, and the pouring rain. 

Water is essential to human life just like the air we breathe. However, this source of life is nothing we 
share equally. Some of us have plenty while millons have less than they need to even survive. We begin 
to consider water a possession and a product rather than a basic human right. With a growing climate 
crisis this will gradually get worse. Not because we don’t have enough water but because we don’t share 
the water we have. 

In a way, water is also poetry, and poetry can flow just like water – telling us stories, bringing meaning to 
life, and giving hope to future generations.

Share water and you share life.
-Anders Edenroth

Water

Water...

In the mind of a melting snowman,
in the sound from a whistling kettle,
in the gently alighting crystal of ice,
in the dewdrops of a colourful petal.

To live, everyone must have water,
to give, not to deny each other,
to bring from source to mouth just like
the food of love from a nursing mother.

Sweet as an angel’s kiss,
salt as her falling tears,
droplets in patience wearing away
the mountain of time for billions of years.

In the shape of a cloud evolving,
in the gleam when your skin perspires,
in the curse of a lost and foundering ship,
in the silent face Narcissus admires,

To kill for in a global battle,
to chill well in a plastic bottle,
to find between air and earth,
both cold and wet says Aristotle.

Mild as a mermaid’s song,
wild when the oceans roar,
never been born and never been buried,
infinite waves caressing the shore.

Water...

   -Anders Edenroth

Duration: Approx. 3:45
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(First 15 bar break only when 
performing the double choir version*)
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SATBB and Tuned Water Bottles

Dedicated to the 
National Youth Choirs of Great Britain

 
Music and Lyrics by
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