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From Song of the Universal

Come, said the Muse,
Sing me a song no poet yet has chanted,
Sing me the Universal.

In this broad Earth of ours,

Amid the measureless grossness and the slag,
Enclosed and safe within its central heart,
Nestles the seed Perfection.

By every life a share, or more or less,
None born but it is born—conceal’d or unconceal’d, the seed is waiting.

Give me, O God, to sing that thought!

Give me—give him or her | love, this quenchless faith

In Thy ensemble. Whatever else withheld, withhold not from us,
Belief in plan of Thee enclosed in Time and Space;

Health, peace, salvation universal.

All, all for Immortality!

Love, like the light, silently wrapping all!

Nature’s amelioration blessing all!

The blossoms, fruits of ages—orchards divine and certain;
Forms, objects, growths, humanities, to spiritual Images ripening.

- Walt Whitman

Performance Suggestions

* To achieve the ideal lush, symphonic sound, the recommended number of strings is 24 (8,6,4,4,2) — but the work can be performed
with fewer (or more) as well.

* For the theme first introduced at letter B, it can be useful to imagine the rapid eighth-notes slightly ahead of the beat, since the line
might have a tendency to lag a little in this tempo.

» At measures 122-130, the choir is functioning as the background to the strings and piano.

Approx. duration: 11:30 mins.

About the Composer

Ola Gjeilo was born in Norway in 1978 and moved to the United States in 2001 to begin his composition studies at the Juilliard School in
New York City.

His albums include Ola Gjeilo on the Decca Classics label, a collection of choral and piano works featuring Tenebrae and Voces8. Ola’s
debut recording as a composer and pianist, the lyrical crossover album Stone Rose, was followed by its 2012 sequel Piano Improvisations,
both on the 2L label. Phoenix Chorale’s Northern Lights collection of Ola’s choral music on Chandos was named iTunes Best Classical
Vocal Album of 2012. All four recordings are available on iTunes, Amazon, Google Play, and Spotify.

A full-time composer based in New York City, Gjeilo (pronounced yay-lo) is also very interested in film, and his music often draws
inspiration from movies and cinematic music.

Ola’s choral works are published by Walton Music, wind band works by Boosey & Hawkes, and piano pieces by Edition Peters.

For more information, visit olagjeilo.com or find Ola on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and at his YouTube channel.
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