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Give Me the Splendid, Silent Sun

Give me the sunrise

when | can walk alone,

Give me the nights perfectly silent
on high plateaus,

And |, looking up at the stars,

Take me away, take me back home.
Give me a garden of flowers,

give me an arbor, the trellised grape,
Give me an orchard, the bough rich with fruit,
give me the field, the meadow,

Give me the sunrise, the sunset,
give me the harvest moon.

Give me to sing my songs,

give me to sing spontaneous songs.
Take me back home again.

Give me the splendid, silent sun.

-Adapted from “Give Me the Splendid, Silent Sun”
Walt Whitman (1819-1892)

About the Composer

Michael Hennagin was born in Oregon in 1936. His early interest in composition was nurtured
by his piano teachers, and by the time he reached high school age he was well on his way to
making composing a lifetime pursuit. Hennagin’s formal training included studies with Leonard
Stein in Los Angeles, Darius Milhaud at the Aspen Summer Music School, and the Curtis Institute
of Music in Philadelphia. After his graduation in 1963, he went to the Berkshire Summer Music
Festival at Tanglewood to study with Aaron Copland.

Hennagin returned to Los Angeles to pursue a career in film music, and composed scores for
a number of television series, including a famous episode of Voyage fo the Bottom of the Sea
(The Human Computer) and several live television dramas. In 1965, Hennagin applied for and
received a Ford Foundation Grant as Composer-in-Residence for the Detroit Public Schools.
He had a long career in academia, working at the Kansas State Teachers College (later Emporia
State University) and the University of Oklahoma School of Music. He served with distinction
on the Faculty of the University of Oklahoma for nearly twenty years and was named Professor
Emeritus of Music upon his retirement in 1991.

Hennagin’s oeuvre comprises works for instrumental and vocal solo, chamber ensembles, and
symphonic band and orchestra. By the time of his death in 1993, he had been recognized as
one of the country’s leading composers of choral music. He was the recipient of numerous
commissions and awards, and made frequent appearances as guest artist, composer, lecturer,
and conductor at concerts and workshops across the country.
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Sunrise
from Give Me the Splendid, Silent Sun

SATB with Piano
Adapted from Leaves of Grass
"Give Me the Splendid, Silent Sun” by Music by
WALT WHITMAN (1819-1892) MICHAEL HENNAGIN (1936-1993)
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