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The Arranger
Carrie Lane Gruselle is recently retired from teaching strings for the Appleton Area 
School District in Appleton, Wisconsin. Actively involved with the Wisconsin MEA 
Comprehensive Musicianship through Performance Project, she is also past president 
of the Wisconsin Chapter of the American String Teachers Association and former 
lead teacher for the Lawrence University String Project. She is string editor for 
The FJH Music Company, and co-author of the new FJH method series: Measures of 
Success® for Strings. The arrangements and compositions she has written for young 
string players are studied and performed regularly worldwide.

Ms. Gruselle holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from UW-Eau Claire and 
a Masters of Music Education with Suzuki Emphasis from UW-Stevens Point.

Carrie Lane Gruselle

About the Music
The opera Carmen, written in 1875, exemplifies Bizet’s memorable melodies and 
alluring harmonies.

This arrangement includes four themes:

The Prelude, includes what has been called the “fate motive” which lets us know that 
the love story will not end happily. Intonation needs to be accurate to convey a dark 
and foreboding atmosphere.

The Aragonaise, which occurs before Act IV in the opera, means literally a “Dance of 
Aragon,” a region of Spain. The melody needs to be prominent and expressive, the 
accompaniment subtle and light.

Carmen sings the well-known Habanera in the first act of the opera. The style is based 
on Cuban dance music, and its text translates, “Love is a rebellious bird.” Challenges 
include a great amount of chromaticism, and the shift from D minor to D major.  

The Dance Bohème, or Gypsy Dance, opens Act II of the opera but concludes this 
arrangement. The music should suggest dancing and swirling which accelerates and 
grows louder as the music progresses. Clarity of fingerings and articulations is critical, 
especially in the opening piano section, and grace notes should be cleanly before the 
beat. 
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GEORGES BIZET
Arranged by

CARRIE LANE GRUSELLE
(ASCAP)

 dedicated to the Elgin Youth Symphony Prelude Orchestra
Andy Masters, Conductor

THEMES FROM CARMEN
Prelude • Aragonaise • Habanera • Dance Bohème
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