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STRING PLAYERS’ UNION
Gary Fagan

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score
8 - Violin 1

8 - Violin 2

5 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C\)

5 - Viola

5 - Violoncello

5 - Double Bass

1 - Piano
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The Composer

Gary Fagan is a Maryland native. He completed his undergraduate degree in music
education at Bridgewater College in 1973 and his masters degree in music education
from James Madison University in 1975. In 1973 he became a band instructor in
Albemarle County, Virginia where he taught band for 36 years. He retired in 2009 and
is currently serving as a University Supervisor and adjunct faculty member teaching
Arranging at James Madison University.

In 1989 Mr. Fagan was elected Central Virginia Outstanding Middle School Teacher
by the University of Virginia Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa. In 1999 he received an
Outstanding Educator Award from the Virginia Governor’s School for the Visual and
Performing Arts. In October of 2001 he received the outstanding educator award
from the Piedmont Council of the Arts. In addition, he was listed twice in “Who’s
Who Among America’s Teachers.

A member of A.S.C.A.P., the Percussive Arts Society, Phi Beta Mu Bandmasters
Fraternity, and the National Band Association, Mr. Fagan is also active in the Music
Educators National Conference and the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors
Association. He is also a percussionist and the Assistant Director of the Charlottesville
Municipal Band. He is also active as a band clinician and adjudicator in addition to
composing and arranging for band.

Mr. Fagan has over seventy published compositions for concert band and string
orchestra, eight of which were performed at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic
in Chicago. One of his compositions was performed at the White House several
years ago and at the inauguration ceremony for former Governor Douglas Wilder

in Richmond, VA.

Program Notes

String Players’ Union is a novelty piece offering a comedic change of pace for your
ensemble and audience. A tongue-in cheek introduction to the performance relates to
the audience that the first violin section has just informed the director that it has joined
the “String Players’ Union,” which requires its members to adhere to some hilarious
guidelines.

The director is informed that, “due to union regulations” the first violins are to receive
the following “accommodations.”

Verse 1 — Play all notes as written.

Verse 2 - Play only slightly more than 50% of notes written in verse 1.

Verse 3 — Play indicated rhythms but give the left hand a rest.

Verse 4 — This is the “improvisation” verse. Players may play any notes they desire.

Verse 5 — Required break: only 1 more note is to be played for the remainder of the
piece.

These rules create havoc with the piece and the comedic possibilities are limited only by
the director’s imagination. During the piece, the non-union players become so fed up
that the first violins are no longer playing that they decide to sing their part for them
in measures 120-122.

Directors should feel free to add statements to the audience which to increase the comedic
effect, and they are also encouraged to act “upset” while conducting the piece because
the first violins are “ruining” the song.

The composer hopes that students and directors alike will have a lot of fun with this piece
and be able to share the ensemble’s sense of humor with the audience.
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STRING PLAYERS’ UNION

p4
<
Mu = =||e0 T A 10 7] T
=3
Y w2
23
< K YRR [ HEN { YU (Y8
)
-aTh BN “To C}en  rC||en ™
N\ 0 e
¢ ¢ ~C
ANelL] o ®» |
. ﬂur N ol el Cell T
\g . \Q ~C ¢ ~¢ \g
d ‘; ] | iR Ce Ce | L o
aﬁ/ \| e\
~¢ ~C ¢
T e |
. %ur AN Cell] Celll Ce |l . omur
~~
R
[—]
= el || ||
5 ] | |
(P]
Il L || ] ~C ¢ ~0 || ]
-
N’
[=]
ph=3 | | || ||
-]
: |
<
S C ] | s € NE||e IS
= < S o s o S
n v = o=
= v s v v s va v
< J it N N
— N
— 2 2
= e = E &2 S
= = S = = @ E
S 2 2.8 = = e
> > > 2 2
Z = E

4

@ Theme - no accommodation

] N Ny ALy L
| Nl o o \g—
- - -
)| | |
ol S Sr|le -l
] 8
e I 1 1 I .-\b
.ol gL 1N
ar'y ..TH
o @l QL 18N
[ ]| gl ~C Ll (¢ LalEe (¢ \\g‘
ol
b | | o o o Nl —
{ol o ChND Chl 6] Chl 6] v 1%
-« -«
| | QL Q| AQLL AQLL AQ
1B [, =A@\ =>\QTN AN A Ael
(Y (1l Aol Aelll ol AAe
L % % AeTh A TN vav. Aopal
)| | (Y )| || -
'y L B A
= - - I
n v n v -
oo AN ¢ g
— N
v [} . . B m
. . I~ —
S -

11

10

Copyright © 2017 The FJH Music Company Inc. (ASCAP).
International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.

WARNING! The music, text, design, and graphics in this publication are protected by copyright law.

ST6419

Any duplication is an infringement of U.S. copyright law.

Hear and download this
piece at www.fjhmusic.com



I/
WA
WA

7
mf
23

4

16
22

I/
1/

15

21

14

20

1/

—
——

—

13
19

)’ A
P .
[ fanY

A3V

[
[

-
-3
-

12
B -
3

18

hdl [N 30}

y
{es
|2
12 &
e

y

(S
2
12 &
A2y
ie)
6):
o)y #

Vin. 1

Vin. 2
Vla.
Vel
D.B.

Piano

Vin. 1

Vin. 2
Vla.
Vel.
D.B.

Piano

ST6419



I/

1/

I/

mp

®— T o
®— T o

P e ——

I/

gy

D
(S
ANSY
e
ra N
e):
o) #
bl O

Vin. 1
Vla.
Vel
D.B.

ST6419

—e—

)

30
37

e

s

mp

29

T —

N

mp

35

WA

I/

34

27

26
33

I/

—

25
32

IN—

24
-
)&
O I”u

31

hl OO 3N

[ a0
ANV
[ fanY
ANV
ile)

V.t

Piano
Vin. 1
Vin. 2
Vla.
Vel
D.B.
Piano



[k N

U2
®

43

Py
®

Ay e
tE)®

42

8 d

.

s

pa

41

I/

CAa

40

39

<

Y. S
[ fan
sy L.,

)
38
N #

Accommodation 1 - playing only some notes

[ fan
[ fan
ANV

Vin. 1
Vin. 2
Vla.

Vel

D.B.

Piano
Vin. 1
Vin. 2

Vla.

49

48

47

46

[t
45

Ie)
o
)=z
oY #
)=z

&)

Vel
D.B.
Piano

ST6419



I v@ ~g ~d ~l @— a
W el Slall & 4lal il |
1\\4 J
A~ .P\\7 m,. ~ ~ 4 | /] W_ P
ol e ol ol Y ol W |
/ | A A |
T A Qg [ YEI YL Y A (Y YR
-l \J . vwg N i . |
11 A 1 W | il
H BL JB N Bl A\ € = ] ‘Q ‘N
| S \\— BE.B o o o rrb ™
ql
=N\ Ll L L Al QL AeellL
i | | AL Al o A Aeall]
3l || [ JEN - Q] .
QL i F | o 1 -eu] L
Sl ﬂ . Tu- A A el S
C \— e B o o rr_ ~
« Jeoll (Y8
iy e o I |
= s v - = -
n v vl ==
Je  NEe ar' G G e
— e —
- a & _ o4 g
: 2 £ 2 3

54

53

52

51

50

re

hoa|

Ao

WA

o)

i/
2
(S

sy L.

[ fanY

e T
1IN
ile)

AN >P4 )| |
1 ﬁ\\— AL

L] [ AL L]
| | ~d ~d ~d

]
|| o o R
L BN D M
| W ~¢ ~d ~d
o o R
L ™ [ YA ™
| | ~d ~d ~d

1
o o bR
[ 1 Jnur omur ™\

/

A BN TN ™
Q o o ER

|

(18 || il i
b/ | | | | | | L]

I | ~¢ ~d ~d

Vin. 1

Vin. 2

Vla.

Vel.

D.B.

Piano

61

60

59

58

57

56

ST6419



[ i ~C ~¢ ~C ~C
1
[ 18 o o o 9 o
( AN N N\ N\ { 1N N
|| o o o | | o
d Pis N
| L N L IAN L EAN L (BN
Unl o O Uni
am)
L] N AN AN\ | (BN
F [ o o Nl ﬁ | o
" = || M [ N [ ‘AN "HUV
Unl o Om Uni
|| L AN N\ N L\
~ gﬁ o o o gﬁ o
I | | O [ 1B\ [ 1B.NE (YL 1B
Unl o o Uni
B L 1M\ L 1m\g L 1B\E N eon
Q| Ul U U 9 Ul
Pam)
I [ 1 | AN L IAY QN
Unl o Om Uni
Pam)
Qe N A\ AN @N
| > A~ A~ ~d ~d
Unl o On Uni
q A ™ ™ AN q ™
( (
= T == | =
= v e X 3 a v L v X a v
DN < o4 N N 9 \
— N —
A N o . Bm m
. . < ]
£ E & S . E
= = > > =) &

67

66

65

64

62

some time off

Accommodation 2 - left hand gets

—

1 A 1 O 1 o 1 R 01
oI Il Il I/
1
( o o
;) 9 R
Clelll n_mJ Srall p_mJ °r p_mJ g ) .T\p_mJ o o..mJ X
1™ N I I I % ) I
T ~¢ ~¢ ~¢ ~¢ Hﬁ . ~e
Q—H o o o o j o1
TR ETe AT\ Al e Al 9D\ d.ﬁ A AleeD
o o o e
I mit 1 A AN A e
o o Nml o7
QL e ol N L N
N [ YBNG [ YBNS (T
1
A AL X YuuE X YauE A
AR ™ [ Ng [ N QL L Yo
o o o
3E YHER - SN\ O\ [ YEEE—CEE
1
o o7 o o
YK YuE . ™ ™| O N ™|
= - | == == - = -
- £ 3 3 9 e
X NG C N N XEe N
—N S ——
- < g 3 o 2
= = & 2 : S
> s > > a 2

73

72

70

69

68

ST6419



TTM A K YA X YRES Aelll ATIN X ¥
TR >41 A e X YRES Aelll AN R _ AN
.- ] “Th- BN N f NEN
T8 \\— o o o 1!\\#. o
HW conlls e s ol S ol s Jlﬁ Ao
ﬁ# 1 | 1 1 ﬁ— |
ﬁ% 1 | 1 ] ﬁ% |
LS Y
| RN QL] [ YNAN 1@l | HEN 198 ||
]
N 1l AL Al -oa |
. .v_ 3 YA ||| | [} . .v— |l
o= = s v v o= | | o=
n v puv = = n v T = v vl T
XO°  NEe at'sc e N N N
— e —

78

77

76

75

74

Accommodation 3 - left hand
free time - can play any note
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(As written)
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Accommodation 4 - required break - only 1 note needed.
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