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The Arranger
Dr. Robert McCashin serves as the Director of Orchestras and Professor of 
Conducting and Violin at James Madison University. He is the Conductor/Music 
Director for the JMU Symphony, the JMU Chamber Orchestra, the JMU Opera/Theater 
Orchestra, and the select Camerata Strings ensemble. In addition, Dr. McCashin 
teaches orchestral conducting at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

He earned both his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in violin performance 
from Louisiana State University, and his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in conducting 
from the University of Arizona. In addition, he was Associate Conductor for the Youth 
Orchestras of Greater Fort Worth. Dr. McCashin has enjoyed extensive experiences 
with string players at all levels, elementary through high school, as a clinician and 
guest conductor. He presents large numbers of in-school clinics annually and 
teaches private students of all ages.

In addition, Dr. McCashin maintains a busy schedule of adjudicating and conducting 
at the state and national levels. His conducting appearances include regional level 
professional orchestras as well as all-state, region, and district honor orchestras. 
His compositions and arrangements, published by The FJH Music Company Inc., 
are best sellers and Pepper Editor’s Choice selections in the educational music arena. 

About the Music
This delightful Serenade in D (K. 100/62a) was completed in 1769, when Mozart was 
a mere 13 years of age! It is sometimes referred to as a “cassation,” which translates 
as an instrumental suite for outdoor performance. It is considered his first of many 
such serenades for a variety of instrumental combinations.

The original work is scored for oboes, with flute doubles (for outside performance), 
horns, trumpets and strings, and in an original performance, the players would ‘enter’ 
the performance area while actually playing the music. The entire suite consists of 
eight separate movements. This work is a string adaptation of the first movement of 
the suite.

Mozart’s Serenade No. 1, even though a youthful work, provides challenges for every 
musician in the ensemble, and is musically appealing to players and audience alike. 
This would be an outstanding addition at any point in a program but is particularly 
well suited to be a concert “closer”!

Robert McCashin
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