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The Arranger
Dr. Robert McCashin serves as the Director of Orchestras and Professor of 
Conducting and Violin at James Madison University. He is the Conductor/Music 
Director for the JMU Symphony, the JMU Chamber Orchestra, the JMU Opera/Theater 
Orchestra, and the select Camerata Strings ensemble. In addition, Dr. McCashin 
teaches orchestral conducting at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

He earned both his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in violin performance 
from Louisiana State University, and his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in conducting 
from the University of Arizona. In addition, he was Associate Conductor for the Youth 
Orchestras of Greater Fort Worth. Dr. McCashin has enjoyed extensive experiences 
with string players at all levels, elementary through high school, as a clinician and 
guest conductor. He presents large numbers of in-school clinics annually and 
teaches private students of all ages.

In addition, Dr. McCashin maintains a busy schedule of adjudicating and conducting 
at the state and national levels. His conducting appearances include regional level 
professional orchestras as well as all-state, region, and district honor orchestras. 
His compositions and arrangements, published by The FJH Music Company Inc., 
are best sellers and Pepper Editor’s Choice selections in the educational music arena. 

About the Music
Rienzi is a well-known early opera composed between 1837 and 1840 by Richard 
Wagner. The premiere performance was given in Dresden, Germany in 1942. 
Written in what was known as the ‘Grand Opera’ style, it consists of the Overture and 
5 Acts. The full opera is rarely if ever performed any more, but it was a major component 
in Wagner’s almost overnight fame and future success as an opera/music drama 
composer. A full-length performance would require patience, with a performance 
length (in its original form) of some 5 hours!

The complete Overture can be performed in approximately 12-13 minutes. The full 
orchestra version requires 2 flutes + piccolo, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons + 
contrabassoon, 4 horns, 4 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani and percussion, 
and large string sections (a ‘big’ orchestra). However, this setting of the Overture, 
as abridged and arranged for strings, fully retains all the thematic, rhythmic and musical 
intent of the original orchestra version. Due to the scope and dimension of the original 
setting, this version is best performed with moderately large to large string forces.  
Overture to Rienzi is an exciting work, and would compliment any well-balanced 
program as an overture/opener, or as a big-finish closer!

Robert D. McCashin
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