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The Composer

Erik Morales (b. 1966) began his composing career shortly after graduation
from high school in south Florida. He studied composition at Florida
International University, and completed his bachelor’s degree at the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at all levels, the music of Erik Morales has a
unique melodic and harmonic vocabulary that appeals to audiences nationwide.
His published works encompass a large variety of styles and settings, including
works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and chamber ensembles. Mr. Morales cur-
rently teaches and plays trumpet professionally in the New Orleans area, in addi-
tion to maintaining an active composing and conducting schedule.

Program Notes

Approximately 66 million years ago an asteroid measuring six miles in diameter
struck the earth with an estimated impact force one billion times more powerful
than the nuclear bombs used in World War II. The impact left an area in the Gulf of
Mexico on the north end of the Yucatan Peninsula referred to as the Chicxulub
(pron. - chik'-shoo-loob) Crater measuring 110 miles in diameter and twelve miles
deep. Scientists believe this asteroid impact was the cause of a mass extinction
event which led to the demise of 75% of all plant and animal life on the planet
including the dinosaurs. The clear benefit was the development of the biodiversity
that exists today.

This piece has three sections: I. Time of the Ancients (measures 1 - 39), II. Reign of
Fire (measures 40 - 115) and Ill. New World (measures 116 — 146). 1. Time of the
Ancients is meant to describe the time just before the impact and is characterized by
a primal sound created by the soloists. The initial clarinet duet introduces the main
theme which will re-occur throughout the work. Il. Reign of Fire depicts the moment
of impact and all the chaos surrounding the event. lll. New World depicts the time
after all the debris has settled. The world is thrust into darkness for several years
from the emission of dust and debris. Though at some point the first ray of sunshine
brakes through and ushers in the new world.

This musical work was commissioned by the Big Mac Band Boosters for the Canon-
McMillan High School Band, Marc Falvo and Eric Schrader, directors for premier

performance in May 2017.
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