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Program Notes
Shadow of the Longship refers to the vessel that the Vikings used between the 9th 
and 13th centuries. It was a versatile ship that, because of its speed, size and agility, 
could be used in trade and commerce efforts as well as for exploration and warfare. 
While the Norse are best remembered for their warriors and the conquering of for-
eign lands, they were also innovators in naval architecture. Surely the shadow the 
longship cast on the shores of a soon-to-be-invaded land would have been both 
impressive and intimidating.

Shadow of the Longship was commissioned by the Shallowater Junior High School 
Band for their performance as the Single “C” Honor Band at the Texas Music 
Educators Association Convention in San Antonio, Texas (February 2015).
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