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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

& \ A career in music education and composition that spans forty years, Chris Thompson (b.1957)

got his start via the pageantry arts as a freshman at West Chester State University in West
Chester, Pennsylvania. There he performed with the Crossmen Drum and Bugle Corps
until the age of 21. Chris continued on as a percussion writer for the Crossmen from 1979
through 1982, co-authoring the classic solo Shoshanna based on Cal Tjader’s seminal
work with two other percussion greats —- Thom Hannum and the late Fred Sanford.

Chris went on to lead the percussion section at the Madison Scouts from Madison, WL
During his tenure there, Madison produced several iconic percussion ensembles; notable
among them in 1985, 1988, and 1992. His most celebrated work includes 1988’s performances
of Concerto for Jazz Orchestra (Paul Hart) and Malaguefia (Ernesto Lecuona), along with 1992’s
performance of the percussion feature at the end of “Funny” from City of Angels (Cy Coleman).

The Madison Scouts were crowned Drum Corps International World Champions in 1988. The 1988 show’s finale, Malaguefia,
is generally regarded as one of the finest moments in Drum Corps international history. Its combination of fiery mode, melodic
drive, stylistic diversity, inventive percussion, and pure pageantry excitement stands as one the of the great achievements in the
pageantry arts. Chris was inducted into the World Drum Corps Hall of Fame in 2011.

Beyond his work for Drum Corps International, Chris has produced wind and percussion scores for organizations across the globe
including Beatrix located in Hilversum, Netherlands; Canto Gakuin University located in Yokohama, Japan; the Sunrisers located
in Great Britain, the Rochester Crusaders located in Rochester, New York; the Skyliners located in Walnutport, Pennsylvania; the
Reading Buccaneers located in Reading, Pennsylvania; and Michigan State University located in East Lansing, Michigan.

In celebration of their daughter’s early years, Chris wrote his first piece of wind ensemble literature — Madaline’s First Adventure
in 2002. Gifted to the Rutgers University Wind Ensemble and Dr. William Berz, the piece was premiered in 2003.

Chris has been a Yamaha Performing Artist since 1985 and continues to provide workshops and educational opportunities for
aspiring ensembles. His graduate work is from The Mason Gross School of the Arts at Rutgers University where he studied with
Keith Copeland, Kenny Barron, Noel DaCosta, Mark Kirk, and Dr. William Berz. For more information about the music of Chris
Thompson, visit https:/ / ctypet.wixsite.com / christhompson

ABOUT MADALINE'S FIRST ADVENTURE

Madaline’s First Adventure is a whimsical piece dedicated to the life of our first child; Madaline Rose Thompson.
Composed in her second year of life, the music captures the joy and triumph of a toddler as she goes about her
day. Structured in three movements, the piece is designed to be performed in a continuous, connected fashion from
beginning to end.

Movement One is built around the initial clarinet theme; her wakeup call. The exploration of the motif begins
Madaline’s day and takes us playfully through her morning adventures. As the theme variates, we experience a
range of emotions and colors. Movement One closes in dynamic fashion as the woodwinds play questioner to the
insistent answer of the low brass.

The second movement illustrates Madaline’s naptime as she drifts off to sleep and dreams of epic things. What
begins as a lullaby in song form, at the bridge transitions into brass majesty, soaring woodwinds, and develops to
a momentous recapitulation of the lullaby.

The percussion section begins Movement Three as Madaline awakens and continues on with her adventurous day.
Call, response, and counterpoint are driven in triple meter circling back to the theme in the first movement. In the
final push, the voices accumulate and play amongst themselves to a stunning conclusion. Play with gusto!
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By Excelcia Music Publishing
@) Concert Band Series
Ao Y

Concert band music from Excelcia Music Publishing is published in five color-coded series: Prelude (grade .5), D,
Harmony (grade 1.5), Intermezzo (grade 2 to 2.5), Rhapsody (grade 3 to 3.5) and Maestro (grade 4 and up). Each series is car
with composers following strict criteria established by the editorial team. Rest assured when you pick a piece in a specific series and
level, it will fit your band’s developmental needs regarding ranges, keys, rhythms, etc. Each piece has been hi

the finest music by the best composers from Excelcia Music Publishing—Music that Inspires.

Excelcia Music Publishing Con Ind Series

Intermezzo Concert Band Series (Gr. 2-2.5) ody Concert Band Series (Gr. 3-3.5)

Mission Control Tyler Arcari 0 Treasure Tyler Arcari
Founders March Larry Clark Tyler Arcari
Buckeye Rondo Larry Clark ng of Heart Sean O'Loughlin
Hidden Wonders i reat Clipper Race Matthew R. Putnam
Abundant Bliss Jason K. Nitsch
Self Destruct On That Night All Was Silent David Samuel
Capstone Excel John M. Pasternak
O Waly, Waly Ornaments! Jon Bubbett
Flute Salad Warwick Castle Gene Milford
Sun Voyager Children of the Atom George Sweet
Byzantine Da Carol Brittin Chambers Distant Thunder Steve Parsons
Purple Moun er ichael J. Miller On the Wings of Angels Carl Strommen
ark Revell
Yukiko Nishimura Maestro Concert Band Series (Gr. 4+)
Alan Lee Silva When We Go Tyler Arcari
Assurance Robert Thurston

The New Colossus March ~ Gene Milford
Madaline’s First Adventure Chris Thompson
Convergence Sean O’Loughlin

xcelcia

Music Publishing

Music that Inspires”
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EXCELCIA MUSIC PUBLISHING, LLC
402 S. KENTUCKY AVE. SUITE 210
LAKELAND, FL 33801
(863) 213-3100

MCB1904FS — Full Score
MCB1904P — Parts
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