
Intermezzo Band Series
TM

Instrumentation

O Waly, Waly
A Setting of The Water Is Wide

JON BUBBETT

Grade 2

Full Score     1
Flute      8
Oboe      2
B≤ Clarinet 1     6
B≤ Clarinet 2     6
Bass Clarinet     2
Bassoon     2
Alto Saxophone    4
Tenor Saxophone    2
Baritone Saxophone    2
B≤ Trumpet 1     6
B≤ Trumpet 2     6
Horn in F     4
Trombone     4
Euphonium     2
Baritone T.C.     2
Tuba      4
Timpani     2
Mallets 1     1

Marimba - Optional
Mallets 2     1

Bells - Optional
Percussion 1     2

Snare Drum, Bass Drum,
Optional Ocean Drum

Percussion 2     2
Suspended Cymbal, Crash Cymbals,
Wind Chimes



O Waly Waly (The Water is Wide) is a folksong of either Scottish or English origin and dates back to the 
1600’s. The lyrics tell the story of a love gone awry. The sea faring nature of the folksong conjures images 
of loved ones separated by extended periods at sea. 

The water is wide, I cannot get over
Neither have I wings to fly

Give me a boat that can carry two
And both shall row, my love and I

Not knowing if they will ever see one another again. Eventually over time their love begins to fade.

But love grows old and waxes cold
And fades away like the morning dew

About the Composer

About O Waly, Waly

Jon Bubbett has spent the past 38 years as a high school band director in 
Georgia and Alabama. He has served as the director of bands for Thompson 

High School in Alabaster, AL for the past 25 years. During that time the 
Thompson High School Wind Ensemble has performed at The Music for 
All National Concert Band Festival twice, has performed for the Alabama 
Music Educators Association 4 times and has made numerous conference 
appearances in throughout the southeast. Mr. Bubbett has received the 

National Band Association’s Citation of Excellence Award 7 times. He 
has also presented at The Midwest Clinic, the Alabama Music Educators 

Association and has been guest clinician and adjudicator in Alabama, Georgia 
and Mississippi. He has been married to Jeannie Bubbett for 38 years and they 

have two incredible children, Miles and Mallory!
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(Suspended Cymbal,
Crash Cymbal, 
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Full Score

A Setting of "The Water Is Wide" JON BUBBETT
(ASCAP)
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Excelcia Music Publishing
Concert Band Series

Excelcia Music Publishing Concert Band Series

Concert band music from Excelcia Music Publishing is published in five color-coded series: Prelude (grade .5), Da Capo (grade 1), 
Harmony (grade 1.5), Intermezzo (grade 2 to 2.5), Rhapsody (grade 3 to 3.5) and Maestro (grade 4 and up). Each series is carefully graded 
with composers following strict criteria established by the editorial team. Rest assured when you pick a piece in a specific series and grade 
level, it will fit your band’s developmental needs regarding ranges, keys, rhythms, etc. Each piece has been highly vetted in the selection 
process and meticulously edited, so you know you are getting the best quality music for concert band available today. The score and parts 
are beautifully set for ease of reading, with unique features like oversized time signatures in the conductor’s scores and measure numbers 
on the parts at every measure, to help facilitate efficient rehearsals. Professional recordings of each piece are available and can be used as 
pedagogical examples for your students of good tone and musicianship. Many pieces in the series are available on SmartMusic. Expect 
the finest music by the best composers from Excelcia Music Publishing—Music that Inspires.

TM

Harmony Concert Band Series (Gr. 1.5)

Tempt the Machine  Tyler Arcari
Shining Moments  Larry Clark
Zig Zag   Sean O’Loughlin
Clear Resolve   John M. Pasternak
Morning Star   Chris Ferguson
Sky Bound   Jon Bubbett
Tower of Inspiration  Robert Thurston
All for One, One for All Carol Brittin Chambers
Against the Clock  Jay Coles
Low Brass on the Housetop John M. Pasternak

Rhapsody Concert Band Series (Gr. 3-3.5)

A Heart to Treasure  Tyler Arcari
Highlander   Tyler Arcari
Strong of Heart  Sean O’Loughlin
The Great Clipper Race Matthew R. Putnam
Armada   Jason K. Nitsch
On That Night All Was Silent David Samuel
Excel    John M. Pasternak
Ornaments!    Jon Bubbett
Warwick Castle  Gene Milford
Children of the Atom  George Sweet
Distant Thunder  Steve Parsons
On the Wings of Angels Carl Strommen

Intermezzo Concert Band Series (Gr. 2-2.5)

Mission Control  Tyler Arcari
Founders March  Larry Clark
Buckeye Rondo  Larry Clark
Hidden Wonders  Sean O’Loughlin
Abundant Bliss  Matthew R. Putnam
Self Destruct   Jason K. Nitsch
Capstone   Tyler Arcari
O Waly, Waly   Jon Bubbett
Flute Salad   Carl Strommen
Sun Voyager   Peter Sciaino
Byzantine Dances  Carol Brittin Chambers
Purple Mountain Heather Michael J. Miller
Holes in Space  Mark Revell
Evening Dusk   Yukiko Nishimura
The Knight Errant  Alan Lee Silva

PREVIE
W

 O
NLY



Prelude Band Series Grade 1/2
TM

Excelcia Music Publishing

Excelcia Music Publishing, llc
402 S. Kentucky Ave. Suite 210

Lakeland, FL 33801
(863) 213-3100

ExcelciaMusic.com

ICB1908  – Set
ICB1908FS – Full Score
ICB1908P – Parts
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