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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

~ Michael J. Miller is a freelance composer with a master’s degree in instrumental
. conducting from the University of Florida and a bachelor’s degree in music
. education from Syracuse University. From 2013-2018 he was the Director of Bands
at Joe E. Newsome High School where he led the program to a Bands of America
Regional Championship, Winterguard International World Championship finals,
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, and numerous district and state superior
ratings including the Florida Bandmasters Assocation’s Otto ] Kraushaar award.
His music is in high demand and has received several accolades including J.W.
Pepper and Son’s Editor’s Choice Award, Band World’s Best 100 New Works
for Band, a “highly recommended” review in the Instrumentalist magazine, and
a performance at the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic. In addition, Mr. Miller is
highly sought after pageantry arts arranger, and is regularly commissioned to design
productions for marching bands and indoor winds units around the country. For more about

Mr. Miller, please visit his website: www.michaeljmillermusic.com.

ABOUT ISLE OF SKYE

Skye isle is located in the Inner Hebrides archipelago on Scotland’s west coast where it is both the largest and
northernmost island. Known for its picturesque landscapes, castles, and wildlife, it is frequently visited by tourists
from all over the world. This piece is a setting of The Sky Boat Song, a beautiful Scottish folk tune in triple meter.
The lyrics recount events after the British Army defeated the Jacobites at the battle of Culloden when Prince Charles
Edward Stuart is said to have retreated by boat to the Isle of Skye.

Speed bonnie boat like a bird on the wing
Onward the sailors cry
Carry the lad that’s born to be king
Ower the sea to Skye

Loud the wind howls, loud the waves roar,
Thunderclaps rend the air
Baffled our foes, stand by the shore
Follow they will not dare

Chorus

Many'’s the lad fought on that day
Well the claymore did wield
When the night came, silently lain
Dead on Culloden field

Chorus

Though the waves heave, soft will ye sleep
Ocean’s a royal bed
Rocked in the deep, Flora will keep
Watch by your weary head

Chorus

Burned are our homes, exile and death
Scatter the loyal men
Yet e’er the sword cool in the sheath
Charlie will come again.
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