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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Jay Coles (b. December 17, 1995) is a composer, conductor, clinician, and

author residing in Indianapolis, Indiana. Jay’s award-winning works for
concert bands have been performed all over the world and by musicians
of all levels. Some of his works have even been found on Editor’s Choice
lists from various international music distributors.

ABOUT AGAINST THE CLOCK

Aguainst the Clock is an exciting musical journey of a hero who has to save the day in a limited amount
of time, reminiscent of film scores in almost every superhero movie. My goal for this piece was to have
young musicians feel like they’re playing a film score to an action movie.

The beginning of the piece introduces a theme that is bold and powerful and then quickly shifts into the
main theme at M. 11, which comes back a couple more times throughout the piece in different variations.
This passage is meant to feel like a steady driving as of racing against time. Beware of younger musicians
who might slow down or lag at this section. At M. 16—and in similar places, the lows either play C, G, or
A-flat at the same time. This is intentional and should sound funky, but awesome, if in tune. Dynamics
are super important to follow in this piece for the transitional / cinematic effect. This is true for crescendos
and decrescendos as well. The slow section at M. 46 is marked slower at (100 BPM) but feel free to take
it as slow as you'd like. An accelerando appears at M. 54 which might challenge young musicians. I hope
you enjoy rehearsing and performing Against the Clock and I hope the kids have as much fun as I did
writing it.
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