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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert Thurston, former Chief Arranger-Composer for the US Air Force
Band in Washington DC, devoted his 20-year Air Force career to writing in
a variety of musical styles and genres for the service’s premier ensembles,
and for a long roster of internationally renowned guest artists. Before
joining the military, he taught school bands for five years in Florida
and Ohio. Since retiring from the Air Force in 2014, he has continued
to write music full-time. He is also the conductor of the Prince William
Community Band in Prince William County, Virginia.

ABOUT TOWER OF INSPIRATION

I wrote Tower of Inspiration for the Duncan Middle School Band in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, to help
celebrate the retirement of the only band director they’d ever had, Tammy Roggen. Tammy also happens
to be a friend of mine from my college days; she and I went to Florida State University at the same time,
and we knew each other in the Marching Chiefs. When the Duncan Band premiered the piece, it was
called Panther Processional, in honor of their school mascot. For publication I needed a title so that even
bands whose rival schools” mascots were panthers could play it too. Tammy was Duncan Middle School’s
band director from the day it opened—she had been there for 26 years. She motivated her students to do
their best, and so I thought the expression “tower of inspiration” was appropriate.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

I think of Tower of Inspiration as a ceremonial march, like a processional. It could work just about anywhere
on your program: as an opener, or to follow a slower, quiet piece, or to close the concert altogether.
The marked tempo is c. 120 bpm. That should be the upper limit of a range beginning around M. 108.
Experiment—go with a pace that allows for maximum fullness of ensemble phrasing and expression.
Emphasize the flowing, chorale-like character of the melody. Make the most of the dynamic contrasts,
especially the softer B sections and the interlude at M. 42. Note the extended phrase endings at M. 20-
21 and M. 60-61. Push through those half notes, while the lower voices and percussion give them pulse
and momentum. I hope you and your band enjoy performing Tower of Inspiration. Please feel free to
leave me a comment at my website www.bobthurston.com, or via Facebook on my composer page @
RobertThurstonMusic.
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Tammy Roggen, Director
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