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Golden Dawn
PETER TERRY

Grade 1

Full Score     1
Flute      8
Oboe      2
B≤ Clarinet     8
Bass Clarinet     2
Alto Saxophone    5
Tenor Saxophone    2
Baritone Saxophone    2
B≤ Trumpet     8
Horn in F     4
Trombone/Euphonium/Bassoon  6
Baritone T.C.     2
Tuba      4
Timpani     2
Mallets      1

Bells
Percussion 1     2

Snare Drum, Bass Drum 
Percussion 2     2

Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Shaker



Golden Dawn was inspired by a series of morning hikes that began with the first light of dawn and 
extended into the midmorning. It captures the sense of wonder one has at the first view of nature in 
the glow of a golden sunrise, and the excited and cheerful enthusiasm of hiking through an unexplored 
environment.

Golden Dawn is in two parts. The first is a lush harmonic world, with expressive lyrical lines unfolding 
over a generally sustained accompaniment. This is a good opportunity to expand the student’s ear and 
musical sensitivity. There should be some freedom in the pulse in this section. Be sure to balance the 
melodic calls and responses against a rich sustained accompaniment. Pay particular attention to creating 
a sense of motion through dynamic shape in the accompaniment. The second section is a humming or 
whistling tune, full of high spirits in a quasi-march style. It should have a firmer rhythmic tempo with a 
sense of impetuous youthful energy. I enjoyed writing this piece and hope your students enjoys playing 
it, and that you will find the piece beneficial in teaching important musical concepts.

--Peter Terry, 2019

About the Composer

About Golden Dawn

Peter Terry (b. 1957) is an award-winning composer, conductor, and educator. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in trumpet from the University of Michigan, 

a master’s degree in music composition and theory from Bowling Green 
State University, and a doctorate from the University of Texas at Austin 
in music composition and theory with an emphasis in computer music 
synthesis and applications.

Dr. Terry’s compositions have been performed and broadcast worldwide 
and appear on numerous contest and festival required music lists. With over 

40 works published by Carl Fischer, BRS Music, Dorn Publications and Music 
for Percussion, Inc., Dr. Terry is sought out for commissions by numerous chamber 

groups, choirs, concert bands and orchestras. He is accomplished at every level of ensemble writing from 
beginner to middle school, high school and advanced ensembles. His music is colorful, dramatic, and 
characterized by a rhythmic verve and a deep lyricism that shows the influences of American popular 
music, world music and American classical composers such as Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland, and 
Samuel Barber. He is particularly proud of the emphasis on playability and melodic interest for all the 
instruments in his compositions.

Dr. Terry has served on the faculties of the University of Texas at Austin, Cal State-Los Angeles, Bowling 
Green State University, and Bluffton University. He served on the composition/theory faculty of the 
Interlochen Arts Camp.
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Excelcia Music Publishing
Concert Band Series

Excelcia Music Publishing Concert Band Series

Concert band music from Excelcia Music Publishing is published in five color-coded series: Prelude (grade .5), Da Capo (grade 1), 
Harmony (grade 1.5), Intermezzo (grade 2 to 2.5), Rhapsody (grade 3 to 3.5) and Maestro (grade 4 and up). Each series is carefully graded 
with composers following strict criteria established by the editorial team. Rest assured when you pick a piece in a specific series and grade 
level, it will fit your band’s developmental needs regarding ranges, keys, rhythms, etc. Each piece has been highly vetted in the selection 
process and meticulously edited, so you know you are getting the best quality music for concert band available today. The score and parts 
are beautifully set for ease of reading, with unique features like oversized time signatures in the conductor’s scores and measure numbers 
on the parts at every measure, to help facilitate efficient rehearsals. Professional recordings of each piece are available and can be used as 
pedagogical examples for your students of good tone and musicianship. Many pieces in the series are available on SmartMusic. Expect 
the finest music by the best composers from Excelcia Music Publishing—Music that Inspires.

TM

Prelude Concert Band Series (Gr. .5)

Anthem of Triumph  Tyler Arcari
Intuition   Larry Clark
First Holiday Fanfare  Matthew R. Putnam
Thunderbound  Sean O’Loughlin
Darkwing   Peter Terry

Da Capo Concert Band Series (Gr. 1)

A Torch Was Brought        arr. Tyler Arcari
Blades of Steel  Larry Clark
Passacaglia Variants  Sean O’Loughlin
Cadets in Step!  Matthew R. Putnam
Golden Dawn   Peter Terry
Champion Fanfare  David Samuel

Harmony Concert Band Series (Gr. 1.5)

Tempt the Machine  Tyler Arcari
Shining Moments  Larry Clark
Zig Zag   Sean O’Loughlin
Clear Resolve   John M. Pasternak
Morning Star   Chris Ferguson
Sky Bound   Jon Bubbett
Tower of Inspiration  Robert Thurston
All for One, One for All Carol Brittin Chambers
Against the Clock  Jay Coles
Low Brass on the Housetop John M. Pasternak
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Prelude Band Series Grade 1/2
TM

Excelcia Music Publishing

Excelcia Music Publishing, llc
402 S. Kentucky Ave. Suite 210

Lakeland, FL 33801
(863) 213-3100

ExcelciaMusic.com

DCB1905  – Set
DCB1905FS – Full Score
DCB1905P – Parts
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