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The Composer

James Syler (b. 1961) was born in Hyde Park, New York, and raised in New York
and Florida. In 1983, he received a B.M. degree from Northern Illinois University,
and in 1988 an M.M. degree from the University of Miami. In 1991, he continued
his studies at the University of Texas at Austin. Mr. Syler has studied composition
privately with composers Alfred Reed, Karl Korte, and Pulitzer prizewinner
Michael Colgrass.

Equally at ease with modern and traditional techniques, Mr. Syler’s compositions
have been noted for their lyricism, energy, and drama. His personal style is eclectic
and innovative, yet communicates with a variety of audiences. Band, wind ensemble,
orchestral, chamber, and choral works have been performed throughout the
United States, Europe, and South America.

Awards include the 1993 National Band Association Composition Award, two
grants from the American Music Center in New York, the 1993 Arnald Gabriel
Composition Award, and numerous commissions. Mr. Syler has been on the
music faculty at the University of Texas at San Antonio since 2001, and teaches
private composition and courses in American music.

About the Music

Cantique is the French form of the Latin word canticle meaning a song or hymn.
This work was written to accentuate long lyrical lines and attention to a legato
style, yet remain playable by bands with limited range and technique. The work
uses a modified arch form consisting of ABC-A-CBA. The introductory A section

is repeated at the zenith before recapitulating in reverse the B and C sections.
The A section appears again at the end to function as a coda and bring the work to
a quiet ending. The music was completed December 17, 2010 in San Antonio, Texas.
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